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most of our knowledge of the abundances of the rare
elements in meteorites and in the earth’s crust has been
revised during this period. The new data has supported
novel theories concerning the origin of elements in stars.

Inorganic biochemistry has also been given a new
lease of life by the technique, which is able to determine
elements whose presence was previously only inferred.
As yet, however, only one element has been proved to
be essential to life as an indirect result of activation
analysis.

Archaeologists are beginning to realise the potential-
ities of the technique, especially the non-destructive
gamma spectrometry. Forensic scientists are also inter-
ested in sensitivity of activation for poisonous elements
such as arsenic, and for determining barium and anti-
mony in gunpowder stains. A bizarre development is the
determination of five elements in man in vivo, using an
extremely low flux of neutrons and a refined gamma
spectrometer.
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