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aspects one may wonder whether the term “chemical
engineering” still adequately describes this discipline
as it is usually concieved today. Various authors have
proposed to call it “process engineering” instead.® Se-
mantically at least it thus gets very close to Germany’s
“Verfahrenstechnik”, the best translation of which is
process engineering. But there may be soon more to it.
Traditionally ““ Verfahrenstechnik has been essentially
only an extended version of mechanical engineering.
But the present trend is to introduce into the curricula
more and more chemistry and chemical engineering sub-
jects, such as transport phenomena, at the expense of
more classical engineering disciplines. The new technical
faculty of the University of Erlangen is now building
up a Department of Process Engineering with a separate
two years curriculum on top of a two years training
either as chemist or engineer. The Department will
closely cooperate with the Department of System Engin-
eering and with a strong Department of Material Science.
One or two other German Universities have similar plans.
This scheme may still be somewhat different from the
Anglosaxon one. But, by and large, if the present trend
continues the differences between the Anglosaxon and
the continental pattern will tend to fade and a more
unified concept will eventually emerge. This does not
mean that different countries may not develop different
shades of chemical engineering, adapted to the genius
loci. For instance, in a country with much * Feinchemie
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chemistry will certainly be an important subject in the
curriculum of chemical engineering. But, by and large,
the tendency seems to be that the continental pattern
is getting closer to the Anglosaxon concept. Whether it
is fortunate or not, the contemporary world, with its
easy travelling, its easy communications of ideas and
goods, tends to level out the differences which formerly
existed in the way of life and in the way of thinking
between the countries, and it seems that chemical
engineering is going to follow the general trend.
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