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cerning the stereospecific oxygenation of some other
aromatic compounds1%11, A structure determination of
this metabolite is presently carried out.

Experimental

Racemic (+)-a-(3-benzoylphenyl)-propionic acid was prepared by
different routes. These procedures will be published elsewhere. Di-
astereomers 2a, 2b were separated and enantiomers (+ )-1and (—)-1
were purified over a column of silica gel (“Merck™ 0,05 to 0,02 nm;
fractions were automatically collected using an LKB 7000 UltraRa
fraction collector and monitored by TLC using an UV-254 nm lamp.
Chiroptical measurements were performed on a JASCO J-20 spectro-
polarimeter (Japan Spectroscopic Co., Tokyo) at ambient tempera-
ture. The spectra of enantiomeric compounds were recorded be-
tween 400 and 210 nm for 11073 and 1 - 107°M solutions in 96 %
ethanol. When HSA binding was examined, spectra were recorded
between 400 and 250 nm for 2,18 1074, -1075,- 10~ M solutions of lig-
and in 0,067M phosphate buffers, pH 5,0 and 7,4. The total HSA
concentrations were the same in all experiments: 1,45-1075M.
Measurements were made in 10-nm cells, and results are expresed as
molar ellipticities, @ (in deg.- cm - dmol~1), calculated with reference
to the concentration of HSA using a molecular weight of 96000.
Biotransformation of (+)-1, (—)-1 and racemate were performed in
vitro using 9000 g supernatant from rat liver taken from control and
phenobarbital-treated males. The substrate concentration in the in-
cubation mixture was 3,5 - 1073M. Other technical details were the
same as those recently reported by Rendié et al.1®
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