




















perties. It is quite conceivable that hydrophobic chan-
nels can eventually be formed by proteins containing
a very great percentage of hydrophobic groups. More
complicate structures in which “pores” are defined by
clusters of proteins are also conceivable.

It would be out of place to develop further this model
here. In our opinion the interesting part of the model
resides in its simplicity and in its versatility. Minor
changes, implying only a few mutations in the genome,
can deeply modify the transport properties of such a
kind of pore, and will enable thereby a ready adapta-
tion to the most varied needs and environments. The
possibility to reconcile within this model all the exist-
ing knowledge on the biochemistry of biological trans-
port with our recent findings on molecular processes
of transport mediated by the flow of heat, seems to
make a further study of the model and a search for
supporting evidence in vivo well worth trying.
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