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Summary

1-Hydroxymethyl-1-vinyl-3,5-dioxo-cyclohexane 3 is considered
as the key intermediate in a synthesis of vernolepin 1. Starting
from 3,5-dimethoxybenzoic acid, this ring B precursor 3 was
synthesized in a sequence of seven steps with an over-all yield
of 35%. Annellation of the a-methylen-y-lacton ring C is easily
achieved by condensation of 3 with pyruvic acid, followed by
dehydration.
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Auf der Suche nach neuen Tumorinhibitoren pflanz-
lichen Ursprungs isolierten Kupchan und Mitarbeiter
[1, 2] 1968 zwei Sesquiterpendilactone, Vernolepin 1
und Vernomenin 2 aus den Blittern der abessinischen
Pflanze Vernonia hymenolepis.
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