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Shechter [7]. Although the intermediacy of 2 and 3
during transformation of 1 is unequivocally establis-
hed, the presence of the methoxy group could in prin-
ciple favour other pathways in the case of 8; conceiva-
bly, the carbene 11 could be formed directly from 8
rather than from 16 [1].

The transformation 7-9 represents a furan synthesis
from a vinyl ether via carbene addition and ring ex-
pansion. We are investigating the generality of this se-
quence in the light of the recent observation [8] that
even simple chlorocyclopropenes open to chlorocar-
benes when appropriate conditions are found.
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