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Various desorption methods have been
investigated for studying the structures of
compounds by mass spectrometry (MS).
Recent reviews”? summarized new as-
pects and developments of the analysis of
involatile high molecular weight biomole-
cules. Already attractive structural appro-
aches have been developed with associate
different desorption techniques to the MS/
MS under high resolution conditions by
using FTMS, secondary ions (SIMS)™, or
laser impact (LD)®.

It is known that biomolecules charac-
terized by very high molecular weights are
desorbed by using **Cf plasma desorption
(PDI)". We have been interested by this
technique because it is compatible with the
high resolution measurements of FTMS,
since the required low pressure is essen-
tially maintained ( < 107 Torr) with only
a minor residual background. Conse-
quently, a double cell” or external
source”® are not necessary. Thus *2Cf-
PDI/FTMS appears to be a very promising
technique for analytical applications.

Our first measurements were recorded
on a Spectrospin CMS 47 instrument
equipped with a 3T supra-conducting mag-
net. The #*2Cf pastil and the mylar film with
the disposed sample were confined in an
aluminium cylinder (diameter 15 mm,
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