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(0,095 mol) gepulvertem NaOH und 5,8 ml (0,2 mol)
frisch destilliertem CH)I versetzt. Die Mischung wird
bei RT. 2 h gerUhrt, mit 30 ml AcOEt verdUnnt und
anschliessend 5 x mit H20 gewaschen. Die org. Phase
wird getrocknet und LV. eingeengt. Das zurUckbleiben-
de 01 wird mit wenig Et20 versetzt und zur Kristalli-
sat ion gebracht. Nach Reinigung der Kristalle Uber
Kieselgel (Kieselgel 60, Komgrosse 0,04-0,063 mm,
Laufmittel: AcOEt/Hexan 94:6) werden 0,920 g eines
Gemisches hochmethylierter j3-Cyclodextrine mit ei-
nem Schmelzbereich von 86-95° erhalten.
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Computational Chemistry
in Switzerland and the Future
HLR-91 Supercomputer

All Swiss scientists, and chemists are no
exception, specialized in supercomputing
are aware of the developments of the HLR-
91 (HLR = Hochleistungsrechner) project.
However, in view of its importance and the
new possibilities it offers to Swiss computa-
tional chemists, we found it worthwhile to
present and discuss the HLR-91 project in
some detail in this Column, keeping in mind
that most of our readers are probably not
specialized in (super)computers.
All the story started a few years ago

when the Swiss federal parliament voted a
budget of 40 Mio SFr. for encouraging and
developing the use of supercomputers by the
universities and federal institutes oftechnol-
ogy of our country. This gave birth to the so-

called HLR-91 project consisting essential-
ly in the acquisition of a third HLR in Swit-
zerland (in addition to the CRA Y-YMP and
CRA Y-2 machines installed at ETHZ and
EPFL, respectively) and to have it function-
ing in the early nineties. There is no doubt
that this project is both important and timely,
as high-level research in several fields can
no longer be achieved without resorting to
large-scale calculations on supercomputers
with performance rates of the order of 100-
1000 Mflops (l Mflop = 1 million floa-
ting point operations per second). It is in-
deed a truism to state that supercompu-
ters have become indispensable in the fol-
lowing applications (the list being not ex-
haustive):

computational fluid dynamics (e.g. tur-
bulence and combustion processes)
structural analysis (e.g. crash simula-
tion)
wheather forecasting and climate re-
search
quantum chemistry and macromolecular
modelling (e.g. drug design and protein
folding)
materials science (e.g. new high-T(' su-
per-conductors)
plasma physics
seismic explorations.
There was, therefore, every reason to

believe that the research projects undertaken
in these fields and in progress in Swiss
universities and ETHs would also take ad-
vantage of supercomputing facilities, and
the Swiss parliament and high authorities
should be thanked for having initiated the
HLR-91 project. So, today, five years after
the installation ofthe first supercomputer in
Switzerland (CRA Y-I S at EPFL), where are
we going with HLR-91?
After many years of long discussions

within several ad-hoc committees (under our
latitudes, the decisional procedures are al-
ways slower than one would normally ex-
pect), the final decisions concerning HLR-
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91 were known in the second half of last
year: a new Swiss center for scientific com-
putation (Centro svizzero di ca\colo scien-
tifico (CSCS)) will be opened in Manno
nearby Lugano and the supercomputer to be
installed there is a Japanese machine mar-
keted by NEC Corporation (Tokio): the SX-
3. In its initial configuration, the SX-3/Mod-
el 22 supercomputer will have two CPUs
with a peak performance rate of2.75 Gflops
each (IGflop = 103Mflops), and it is planned
that the machine will be upgraded in the near
future so as to have a peak performance rate
as high as 22 Gtlops. The SX-3 supercom-
puter is scheduled for installation in Manno
in summer 1991 and it should be available to
its first users next September.

Broadly speaking, it is good news that
the HLR-9 Lproject has entered now its final
stage, and that a new machine with such an
impressive compute perfonnance will soon
be available to the Swiss scientific commu-
nity. However, if everybody agrees on the
principle, the choice of the machine which
finally prevailed for HLR-9l has raised some
concern among part of that community. This
supercomputer will be among the first ones
of this type to be exported from Japan, and
little is known about the availabiLity of the
numerous highly vectorized and multi-tasked
application softwares required by scientists
so as to take the maximum advantage of the
enonnous computing capability of this ma-
chine. This is in contrast with some other
manufacturers, such as eRA Y Research,
which have sold for many years hundreds of
supercomputers all around the world, and
which offer an impressive list of perfonning
application software. We should open here a
parenthesis for the innocent reader: the spe-
cial architecture of any type of supercom-
puter requires professional skill and impor-
tant programming effort, when a user wants
to take full advantage of the high power of
the machine. Efficient programming on a
supercomputer resembles program devel-
opment on a personal computer as much as

driving a FI car resembles sitting at the
wheel of the car of' monsieur tout Ie monde' .

Coming back to HLR-9l, this concern
was expressed by the Group of Swiss Com-
putational Chemists (GSCe) which com-
prises ca. 70 members both from academia
and industries. In a letter sent to Prof. J.
Niiesch, president of ETHZ, and to the per-
sons in charge of negotiating the contracts
with NEC, the GSCC pointed out that the
availabi 1ity of adeq uate appl icati on software
in chemistry is essential for an efficient use
of such a machine and that chemists gener-
ally do not have the time nor the skill (with-
out mentioning copyright probLems for
commercial packages!) for a transport of
their programs from the existing CRAYs to
the NEC. According to the GSCC, these
problems were seriously to be taken into
account, because as much as 30% of the
resources of the two CRAYs were devoted
last year to computational chemistry appli-
cations. In addition, the question of adequate
users support in Manno was raised by the
OSCe.

In a long and, detailed answer, Prof.
Niiesch explained that a fair and efficient
repartition ofthe total resources available on
the three Swiss HLRs would be perfonned
and that users lacking for adequate software
on the SX-3 would be allowed for many
years to continue working on the existing
CRAYs. However, this is only possible, if
most new applications requiring CPU time
on HLR take place in Manno, and several
existing ones are transported to the SX-3 as
well, enabling thus users without proper
software for that machine to work on the
CRA Ys. In addition, Prof. Niiesch mentioned
that the availability of application software
in computational chemistry would be part of
the contract to be negotiated with NEC,
which is in our opinion an essential point.

Finally, concerning the users support in
Manno, the problem is that the staff of the
OSCC will be limited to 19 peopLe altogeth-
er, which means that users support will be
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minimal. In this respect, the position of Prof.
Niiesch is that Swiss universities and ETHs
should try to organize their own support,
which will be difficult to set up for both
financial and staff limitation reasons.

In its last meeting, held March 20th 1991
in Bern, the GSCC discussed the present
situation concerning HLR-91. It was the
participants' opinion that the reassuring an-
swer from Prof. Niiesch, mainly as far as the
availability of computational chemistry
software is concerned, enables them to be
pretty optimistic about the possible use of
the SX-3 for their applications. Indeed, it
was reported during the meeting that in
principle several packages should be availa-
ble next fall: mathematical libraries, agraphic
library and, as far as we are concerned,
computational chemistry (AMBER,
AMOSS, semi-empirical programs, etc ...).
Concerning the popular GAUSSIAN pack-
age, the question is still open and it seems
impossible to make yet accurate previsions
as to the date it will be available.

As to the practical access to the SX-3
machine, two 2 Mbauds (l Mbaud = lOhbit
per second) lines will be made available by
the PIT between Manno and the ETHZ and
EPFL, respectively. It is planned that in the
future these lines will be upgraded to 34
Mbauds, which should be adequate for ap-
plications requiring extensive data transfer,
sucry as graphics.

Though the programs to be initially in-
stalled represent undoubtedly the 'vital min-
imum' in computational chemistry, one may
say as a conclusion that the perspectives
offered to chemists by the HLR-9l project
are promizing and allow to be rather opti-
mistic as to the possibility to perform large-
scale molecular dynamics simulations or
quantum chemical calculations on the SX-3
machine. However, many problems remain
to be solved, before computational chemists
can really start to explore and possibility
exploit the enonnous compute power of this
new supercomputer.

1. Introduction

Import of Chemical
Information into Word Processors

Heiner G. Biihrer*

Abstract. Instead of drawing curves and sketches by hand and cutting and pasting pieces of
paper containing chemical infonnation, it is often easier and gives professional-looking
results to perform evaluation and representation of data with specialized software. The
resulting file can be imported into a suitable word processor. How this can be done with the
help of some popular MS-pOS programs is described in the article.

The way chemists write publications has
changed significantly in the last 20 years.
Three periods can be distinguished:

- The period of the typewriter, the pen,
and the ruler: The chemist wrote his (or her)
article once or several times by typewriter,
added chemical and mathematical fonnulae
by hand, made drawings of his equipment
and plotted curves from his (analogous)
measurements. Sometimes, a secretary cou Id
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