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Polymers and Light

This issue of Chimia reports on the '11 th International Macromolecular
Symposium' in Interlaken, Switzerland, dedicated to the topic 'Polymers
and Light'. The symposium aimed at giving the participants insight into
science and technology of a field that has gained increasing significance over
the last few years.

In modern microelectronics for instance, photoreactive polymers playa key
role in the manufacturing process of integrated circuits. Furthermore, laser
photopolymerization is the basis of a new technology, which allows one to
build three-dimensional polymeric objects directly from computer data for
applications in the technical and medical fields. Another example are
polymers with special optical properties, which find increasing use as fibers,
components and devices in telecommunication, information storage, and
data processing. On the other hand, light can also have a destructive
influence on polymers. Here, the improved understanding of the degradation
mechanism has led to the development of effective stabilizers, which help to
prolong the life of polymeric materials, such as engineering plastics for
outdoor applications.

Polymers and Light remain a field in which further rapid progress can be
expected. It will continue to be a challenge to chemists, physicists, and
engineers at universities and in industry.

Dr. R. Darms
Ciba Basel
Symposium Chairman
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