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AFTI
Associazione Farmaceutici
Ticinese*

ATICEF
Ticino Association for the
Chemical, Pharmaceutical,
and Cosmetic Industries*

AFTI, Associazione Farmaceutici Tici-
nese, was founded in 1982 as the brain-
child of the Farmacista Cantonale, Dr.
Pierfranco Livia. The idea was to join
professional and technical personnel em-
ployed by the pharmaceutical industry of
Canton Ticino. There seemed to be a ne-
cessity to create an organization to bring
pharmaceutical operators up-to-date on
the latest developments in the pharmaceu-
tical sector, taking into account the indus-

*Correspondence: AFTI
Associazione Farmaceutici Ticinese
Casella Postale 2094
CH-6900 Lugano J

The beginnings of the chemical and
pharmaceutical industries in the Ticino
took place only quite recently, and much
later than in the rest of Switzerland.

A first group of companies began its
acti vity shortly after the end of the second
world war. These pioneers, some still ac-
tive today, were mostly chemists, pharma-
cists, and doctors, usually from the Ticino,
who aimed to develop and commercialize
their own product, composition. or pre-
scription. In general, these people were

*Correspondence: Dr. S. Lombardi
Secretary ATICEF
Corso Elvezia 16
CH-6901 Lugano

trial climate present in the Canton Ticino
consisting of a few medium sized and
numerous small sized companies in the
pharmaceutical sector.

The association is open to individuals
with academic degrees in chemistry, phar-
macy, pharmaceutical technology, medi-
cine, biological sciences, and other disci-
plines. In addition, technical staff work-
ing in the pharmaceutical sector with at
least three years of practical work experi-
ence are also admitted.

AFTI is located in Lugano, has ca. 120
members and is managed by a seven mem-
ber committee.

Presently, the President is Dr. Fabio
Datto of lnpharzam SA, Cadempino; the
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technicians who began this new enterprise
in an essentially craftsman like way.

A second group of companies, and a
consequent new evolutionary phase, be-
gan to develop in the 1960's; as a result,
during this period the outlook of the entre-
preneurs began to change from craftsmen
into industrialists, and alongside the tech-
nicians were to be found structures with
strong and professional commercial atti-
tudes. However, the framework of the
enterprises, even if they were conducted
along industrial lines, remained small and
linked to the foresight of a small number
of operators.

Both categories of industry, in an es-
sentially parallel way, were able to build

Vice-president is Dr. Andrea Meoli of
Elan Pharma SA, Mezzovico; the Secre-
tary is Dr. Peter Buchs of Sapec SA,
Barbengo; and the Treasurer is Dr. Mari-
no Liithi of Biofennent SA, Barbengo.

To fulfill its task, the association or-
ganizes and sponsors study groups, semi-
nars and workshops on specific themes
related to current issues thus assisting in
the professional development of its mem-
bers. In 1994, AFTI in association with
AFI, Associazione Farmaceutici Italiana,
organized at the Palazzo dei Congressi in
Lugano a conference titled 'farmaco: rap-
porto qualita-costo' . The conference had a
large number of participants and stimulat-
ed great interest amongst the various oper-
ators within the pharmaceutical sector.
Recently, initiated by a study group from
within the organization, an auto-inspec-
tion manual has been developed receiving
great praise from all. Ultimately, the asso-
ciation is committed to an ever increased
collaboration amongst its members, aimed
at fostering the dissemination of high level
of scientific information.

The association wishes to increase its
efforts in order to reach the above written
goals.

up their reputations and consolidate their
fragile structures during an exceptional
development phase that actually took place
during the unfavorable economic climate
of the period 1975-1980. Gaining new
markets, expanding and renewing produc-
tion equipment, these operators carried
out a genuine leap forward, earning an
eminent reputation that is today also rec-
ognized on a scientific level.

Finally, at the beginning of the 1980's,
another development stage began and con-
tinues to this day. This has involved fur-
ther refinement of the main strategic and
industrial techniques. Recent years, ex-
cluding effects of general economic trends,
have witnessed a development that is more
than positive and demonstrates a constant
and gradual growth (see Table). Thus,
while on one hand the sector launches onto
the market original products, often fruit of
their own young but efficient and dynamic
research teams, on the other hand new
export markets are being developed, im-
proving more and more the competitive-
ness of the companies.

The chemical and pharmaceutical in-
dustries in the Ticino are concentrated in
the area around Lugano, even though there
are examples of extremely qualified com-
panies in outlying areas.
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Production covers a vast range of arti-
cles and practically every type of pharma-
ceutical formulation in current use. In the
main the products are modern and origi-
nal, some being covered by international
patents, Production is carried out accord-
ing to international standards of Good
Manufacturing Practice (GMP).

An indication of the dynamism of the
sector is the fact that two-thirds of the
production is exported, Although directed
principally towards Germany and Italy,
exportation extends to 120 countries on
five continents, proof not only of the orig-
inality and quality of the products but also
of the efficiency of the sales and market-
ing forces of the single companies which,
on the whole, can consider themselves
fortunate with regard to their high degree
of professionalism, creativity, dynamism,
and internationalism.

The chemical and pharmaceutical in-
dustries of the Ticino joined together in
1980 to form an industry association:
ATICEF - Ticino Association for the
Chemical, Pharmaceutical, and Cosmetic
Industries.

ATICEF, which includes almost every
company in the sector (see Fig,), has its
offices in Lugano (see Correspondence,
Tel ++4191235041, Fax++4191234636).

. Table. Statistical Survey ofATICEF
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Helsinn Chemicals SA, Biasca

Knoll·Bioresearch SA. S. Antonino
Nuova Linnea SA, Rimino
Parroco-Erborisla KOnzle SA. Minusio
Cerbios-Pharma SA, Barbegno
Elan Pharrna SA, Mezzovico
Giuliani SA, Castagnola
Hawe Neos Dental SA, Bioggio
Helsinn Heatthcare SA, Pazzallo
IBSA Isl~uto Biochimico SA, Massagno
Inpharzam SA, Cadempino
Micro-Macinazione SA, Molinazzo di Monteggio
Pharmalon SA, Bioggio
Togal Wer\< SA, Massagno
Unipharma SA, Barbengo

Diffucap Eurand SA. Stabio
Sintelica SA, Mendrisio
Centonze Emanuele SA, Balema

Figure. Membership of ATICEF
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