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Instructions to Authors

1. General
CHIMIA, a scientific journal for chem-

istry in the broadest sense, covers the inter-
ests of a wide and diverse readership. Con-
tributions from all fields of chemistry and
related areas are considered for publication
in the form of Review Articles and Notes un-
der the headings of Editorial, Research,
Technology/Applied Chemistry, Columna,
Information, and CHIMIA Report. A char-
acteristic feature of CHIMIA are the special
topic issues, in which the contents of one is-
sue is devoted to an area of chemistry of
great current significance. Membership in
the Swiss Chemical Society (SCS), the pub-
lisher of CHIMIA, or in one of the organi-
zations named in the masthead (impres-
sum), is not a prerequisite for the accep-
tance of a manuscript. The decision to
accept a contribution rests with the Editori-
al Committee of CHIMIA. Copyright laws
apply, and no payment will be made for
contributions.

2. Forwarding Address
Manuscripts should be submitted in

triplicate (original and two copies), togeth-
er with an electronic version of the manu-
script on diskette or CD and a covering let-
ter signed by the author to whom corre-
spondence should be addressed, to:

CHIMIA
Prof. C. Ganter
Laboratorium für Organische Chemie
ETH Hönggerberg, HCI
CH-8093 Zürich, Switzerland

For information on submitting a manu-
script on diskette or CD, please refer to Sec-
tion 7 of these instructions. Correspon-
dence concerning submitted manuscripts
should be mailed to the same address quot-
ing the manuscript reference number.

3. Types of Manuscripts
The authors should consider the fact

that the heterogeneous readership of
CHIMIA, although trained in fundamen-
tals, may not have extensive knowledge in
specialized topics.

3.1. Review Articles. Preference will
be given to creative reviews that are timely,
critical, and comprehensive. Historical re-
views and reviews with an educational
background are also welcome. For clarity,
divisions and subdivisions should be used,
i.e. 1. .., 1.1. .., 1.1.1. ... with appropriate
titles, e.g. Introduction, Results, Discus-
sion, Experimental.

3.2. Notes. Brief communications or
limited studies in any area of special inter-
est.

4. Preparation of Manuscripts
4.1. General Considerations. Bear-

ing in mind the international readership of
CHIMIA, authors are strongly encouraged
to submit manuscripts in English; however,
manuscripts in German or French can also
be accepted for publication. The manu-
script should be prepared with a suitable
word processing program (please refer to
Section 7 for details) and printed with dou-
ble line spacing, on paper of A4 or similar
format. Authors are requested to reserve
margins of at least 2.5 cm at the top and bot-
tom of each page and at least 2.5 cm on the
left-hand side. 

Pages should be numbered consecutively
beginning with the title page. References, ta-
bles, figure legends, formula collections,
schemes, and figures must be grouped togeth-
er in this order at the end of the manuscript and
numbered accordingly. Original drawings of
formulae, schemes, and figures must be sub-
mitted together with the manuscript.

4.2. Title Page. Attention is drawn to
the following points:

a) The title of a manuscript should re-
flect concisely the purpose and findings of
the work in order to provide maximal infor-
mation for a computerized title search. Ab-
breviations, symbols, chemical formulae,
references, and footnotes should be avoid-
ed. First letters of nouns and adjectives are
capitalized.

b) The authors’ full first names, middle
initials, and last names should be given, fol-
lowed by the address (or addresses) of the
contributing institution. The author to
whom correspondence and/or inquiries
should be directed should be indicated by
an asterisk *.

The complete address, including phone
number, fax number, and e-mail address, of
the correspondence author should also be
given.

4.3. Abstract. The second page of the
manuscript should be reserved for a sum-
mary in English, independent of the lan-
guage of the main text. If this is German or
French, the abstract should be preceded by
an English translation of the title. The sum-
mary should be self-explanatory and intel-
ligible without reference to the text.

4.4. Keywords. A maximum of five
keywords should be given in alphabetical
order, in English, after the abstract. The
keywords will be used for the annual sub-

ject index. Well-chosen keywords will help
a reader to find articles of potential interest.
Please provide keywords that are informa-
tive without being too general, e.g. ad-
vanced materials, antibiotics, catalysis,
computational chemistry, electrochemistry,
highly reactive substances.

4.5. References and Footnotes
should be numbered sequentially, in square
brackets, in the order they are cited in the
text. References and footnotes typed with
double spacing are to be collected in nu-
merical order at the end of the main text. Ti-
tles of journals must be abbreviated accord-
ing to Chemical Abstracts (cf. Chemical
Abstracts Service Source Index (CASSI)).

Attention is drawn to the following con-
ventions:

a) Names of all authors of cited publi-
cations should be given. Use of ‘et al.’ in the
list of references is not acceptable.

b) Whenever possible, composite refer-
ences should be used, instead of a series of
individual ones. The abbreviation ‘ibid.’
may not be used.

c) In references described as ‘personal
communications’, an affiliation should fol-
low the name(s) of the person(s).

Examples:
Journals: a) T. Nezel, A. Hensel, C. De-

muth, U.E. Spichiger, Chimia 1998, 52, 383;
b) W. Zhang,A. Fakler, U.E. Spichiger, Anal.
Chim. Acta 1998, 375, 211.

Books with editor: C.P.J.M. Van der
Vorst, S.J. Picken, in ‘Polymers as Elec-
trooptical and Photooptical Active Media’,
Ed. V.P. Shibaev, Springer-Verlag, Berlin,
Heidelberg, New York, 1996, p. 173.

Books without editor: U.E. Spichiger,
‘Chemical Sensors and Biosensors for
Medical and Biological Applications’, Wi-
ley-VCH, Weinheim, 1998.

Miscellaneous: a) S. Pitsch, ‘Zur Che-
mie von Glykolaldehydphosphat’, ETH-
Dissertation Nr. 10055, 1993; b) R.R. Bad-
er, P. Flatt, P. Radimerski (Ciba-Geigy AG),
EP 605363-A1, 1992.

In the text, reference to author(s) of cit-
ed works should be made without giving
initials, e.g. ‘... as shown by Jones and
Smith [7]’. If the reference carries the
names of three or more authors, it should be
quoted as ‘... Smith et al. [3]’, if Smith is the
first author, or as ‘Jones and coworkers [3]’,
if Jones is the senior author.

4.6. Tables. Tables should be used on-
ly if they present information more effec-
tively than running text. Numbered tables
with suitable captions at the top should be
typed on separate sheets and placed after
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the references. Each table must be referred
to in the text. Column headings should be as
short as possible but must define units un-
ambiguously. When necessary, an abbrevi-
ated or symbolic column heading should be
used and explained in the table-heading or
in a footnote. Footnotes to tables should be
labeled a, b, c, etc. and typed at the bottom
of the table. 

4.7. Structural Formulae,
Schemes, and Figures. All graphics
must be submitted as good quality line
drawings (black or color on white paper) or
sharp glossy photographs (no Xerox or sim-
ilar copies) together with the electronic ver-
sions. Computer platform independent
graphic file formats such as encapsulated
postscript (eps) or portable document for-
mat (pdf) are preferred (see Table for de-
tailed information). Copies must be includ-
ed with each copy of the manuscript. Color
graphics are welcome but there will be a
charge to cover the extra cost. Please con-
tact the Editor for an estimate. 

Original drawings of standard size A4
are preferred. In any case, drawings should
not exceed the standard size A3 (about 30 x
40 cm) and must contain all necessary sym-
bols and lettering, i.e. they must be usable
without additional artwork by the CHIMIA
printers.

The authors may make a recommenda-
tion for the ultimate size of the figures,
which will taken into consideration if pos-
sible. Suitable line thickness (e.g. a mini-
mum of 0.5 mm for an A4-sized drawing
which will reduce to approx. 0.13 mm in the
final version), line spacings, and letter size
(Helvetica and Symbol fonts) should be
chosen for optimal reproduction when re-
duced to the printed size.

Original drawings or photographs
should be identified with the author’s name
and numbered to agree with the figure leg-
ends.

Structural formulae will not be type-set
and must, therefore, be provided by the au-
thors in electronic form ready for reproduc-
tion. They should, preferably, be combined

in suitable schemes. In general, only dis-
played formulae should be numbered
(boldface); compounds mentioned only in
the text should be referred to by name.

For authors using the ChemDraw pro-
gram, the following preferences are recom-
mended: fixed length, 25 pt; line width, 1pt;
bold width, 3 pt. Single-width bold and
dashed lines are preferred to wedges for
stereochemical notation: 14-pt Helvetica
font should be used for text material, and
12-pt Helvetica font for atom labels. Draw-
ings should be prepared with the page setup
at 70% and printed with a laser printer in
black ink on high-quality white paper.

If, for any reason, graphics have to
scanned, there will a charge for each
scanned image.

4.8. Chemical Equations and
Physical or Mathematical Expres-
sions. Chemical equations and physical or
mathematical expressions should be num-
bered sequentially on the right-hand side
with Arabic numerals in parentheses. Phys-
ical quantities and variables that have to be
defined in the text should be written in ital-
ics (wavy line). It is recommended to use
the symbols proposed by IUPAC (cf. Pure
Appl. Chem. 1979, 51, 1). Fractional ex-
pressions should be written using a slant,
e.g. hv/kT. These expressions should be
provided in a separate PDF file.

5. Nomenclature
All new compounds should be named in

accordance with IUPAC nomenclature
rules. As an additional guideline, the Index
Guide of Chemical Abstracts can be con-
sulted. Some special conventions peculiar
to CHIMIA are:

For common solvents, reagents, or oth-
er compounds, the molecular formulae or
accepted abbreviations may be used: e.g.
CHCl3, NaCl, SOCl2, CH3OH (or MeOH),
DMF, DMSO, THF, Py. Please consult a re-
cent issue of CHIMIA for other commonly
used abbreviations and symbols.

Different substituents should be desig-
nated by superscripts: R1, R2, R3, etc. (Sub-

scripts denote the number of substituents.)
Individual atoms should be referred to

as C(2), N(5) (not C–2 and N–5) etc. For
‘the hydrogen atom attached to the carbon
atom 4’ etc., CHIMIA prefers the notation
H–C(4).

An ad hoc abbreviation may be used for
a name or formula that occurs repeatedly.
This must be clearly defined the first time it
appears, e.g. THC = tetrahydrocannabinol.

6. Units and Their Symbols
SI units are to be used, especially in

contributions dealing with physical chem-
istry. However, some non-SI units are ac-
ceptable, e.g. Å, l, ml, ml, mg, mg, Hz, MHz,
min, h, d, °C, Torr, eV.

7. Submission of the Manuscript 
on Diskette or CD

A diskette or CD containing a version of
the manuscript exactly corresponding to the
hard copy should be submitted. The follow-
ing guidelines should be followed:

a) Graphics may not be integrated into
the text. Each formula, figure or scheme
should be saved in a separate file. The elec-
tronic data will be used for reproduction but
it is essential that a high-quality hard copy
for each graphical item is submitted.

b) Tables should be included after the
text. The tables should be set up with the
table function of the word processing soft-
ware or with the tabulator key.

c) Please use Times font for text and
Symbol for Greek letters. Avoid footnote
management systems and end-of-line hy-
phenation.

d) Preferred word processing software
packages are: Microsoft Word for Windows
5.1 and above, Microsoft Word for Macin-
tosh 5.1 and above, and WordPerfect,
preferably saved in Word format. The text
should be saved in the standard document
format (doc) and as rich text format (rtf).

e) Please use PC or Macintosh 3.5”
high-density diskettes or CDs clearly la-
beled with the authors’ names, word
processor and graphics software types, file
format and filenames.

8. Proofs and Corrections
Authors will be provided with two sets

of proofs, one of which should be returned
to the Technical Editor within the indicated
deadline.

Corrections of errors other than those
due to the printers or editors will be
charged. Standard correction marks should
be used.

Together with the proofs, the authors
will receive a form to order reprints. The
completed form (even if no reprints are re-
quired) should be returned with the proofs.

Programm Mac PC Version Comment
Adobe Illustrator X X up to 11.0 .ai, .eps   
Adobe Photoshop X X up to 8.0 .psd, .eps, .tif   
Adobe Indesign X X ut to 3.0 images, text, logos 

(must be supplied)  
Corel Draw  X X up to 11.0   
Macromedia Freehand X  X up to 11.0   
QuarkXpress X X up to 6.5 images, text, logos 

(must be supplied)  
Adobe PageMaker X X up to 7.0 images, text, logos 

(must be supplied)  
HighEnd PDF X X  image resolution: 

min. 300 dpi  
Postscript file X X    

Data formats for figures and images
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It’s still around, ‘World Scale Production in Switzerland’. You can find it 
in pharmaceuticals and specialities, as well as in the manufacturing of 
niche products. What kind of chemistry and what kind of interests make 
Switzerland still an attractive production centre?
A lot can be found reflected in the present reports based on some im-
pressive examples. The huge pressure for structural change, which is a 
fact of life in  chem ical production today, demands more than simply an 
adjustment of capacities. Decisions on medium to long-term strategy are 
being taken today in order to ensure survival tomorrow. Yet what is the 
decision-making basis for determining which strategy will be the right 
one tomorrow? Are they purely financially driven decisions? Are they in 
fact based on strategies or visions at all? Or, to put it provocatively, are 
they taken on the basis of general trends? 
To publish examples of ‘World Scale Production in Switzerland’ at the 
present time is therefore certainly justified, because anyone who takes 

the conscious decision to keep production in Switzerland is going against the general trend.
These articles show us not only the kind of chemical production and the sectors which enjoy good opportunities 
in Switzerland, but also the decision-making criteria that speak in favour of Switzerland as a production centre. To 
arrive at a definitive conclusion today, a precise and subtle analysis of the situation should be made for the chemical 
sector concerned. Today it is primarily the production of basic chemicals, dyestuffs and a few individual specialities 
which are affected by the exodus from Europe. The sustained pressure on prices will lead to further outsourcing of 
production to the Far East and low-wage countries. A recent example also shows that changes in direction are finally 
becoming apparent: An American pharmaceutical company is looking for a production centre in Canton Fribourg. 
What is true of the pharmaceutical industry does not necessarily apply to the plastics and dyestuffs sectors or for 
low-margin products.
Advantages such as proximity to research and development or well-qualified employees, political stability, assured 
quality, etc. are often cited as the most important reasons for choosing Switzerland as a production centre. Are these 
arguments a sufficient guarantee for Switzerland as production centre? In my opinion YES. The efficiency with which 
products can be manufactured in Switzerland is still attractive for products with higher margins, i.e. the pharmaceuti-
cal sector and the production of specialities using difficult synthetic processes. The freedom of movement for persons 
will also have little additional upward impact on the high salary levels, but on the contrary is likely to have a mitigating 
effect on what is often said to be a disadvantage of Switzerland as production centre. The well-qualified staff and the 
risk factor for succeeding on the global market are two crucial stones in the mosaic of the decision-finding process. 
An interruption to the supply chain can have devastating consequences for any company as long as it manufactures 
in just one place for the global market. There are plenty of examples to confirm this. It is therefore important to con-
sider the risk of such interruptions as an advantage for Switzerland.
Fortunately we still have research and development. As long as these activities can fulfil their mission in Switzerland, 
managers will also decide to keep their production sites as close as possible to development.
The fact that a large proportion of every franc that is earned by the sale of products, mostly abroad, has to be reim-
ported or reinvested in research and development is a further advantage for Switzerland that needs to be taken 
seriously. So it’s still around, ‘World Scale Production in Switzerland’.

Dr. Bernhard Urwyler
Head of Production 
Syngenta Crop Protection Schweizerhalle AG
CH-4133 Pratteln
E-Mail: bernhard.urwyler@syngenta.com

It is with great pleasure that the Editorial Board expresses its warmest thanks to the coordinating guest editor Dr. Bernhard  Urwyler 
acknowledging his efforts in planning and collating the present attractive variety of contributions and authors on the topic of 
‘World Scale Production in Switzerland’.
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