
Editorial

As editors of this Junior Laureates Issue of CHIMIA, we are pleased to present fifteen young scientists, 
recipients of a best oral or a best poster presentation award at the 2025 Fall Meeting[1] hosted by the 
University of Zurich. The laureates were invited to present their award-winning research in a format 
accessible to the broader chemical community, allowing the general chemist to enjoy and appreciate 
their work. Once again, a large variety of topics are covered in the Junior Laureates Issue of CHIMIA, 
showcasing the breadth and depth of the chemical research at our universities. Since 2004, the April 
issue (Vol. 4) of CHIMIA has served as a platform for the winners of the Fall Meeting Best Presentation 
Awards to share their research. 

With the Swiss Chemical Society celebrating its 125th anniversary, we felt inspired to have a brief 
look at the history of the Award Program.

In the 2003 editorial, André Merbach, then president of the Swiss Chemical Society noted that 
“Three years ago, a successful initiative was started to honour the best oral/poster presentations, and 
at the fall meeting 2002 in Basel 18 prizes were awarded. The novelty is now to give the laureates the 
opportunity to publish their results as a full paper.”[2] 

Two years later, his successor Georg Frater, added: “A tradition of more recent origin, but already 
highly valued and which gives the event a touch of scientific and oratorical competition, is the awarding 
of prizes for the best oral presentations and the best posters in each section.”[3] He also mentioned 
that, for the first time, an industry sponsor supported the Best Oral Presentation Award (Mettler-
Toledo).

The program of the 1999 Fall Meeting in Basel lists, for the first time, a ‘Presentation of the Prizes 
for the Best Communications and Posters’. The time reserved for this program item was just five (!) 
minutes.[4]

Since then, the Best Presentation Award Program has become an integral part of the Fall Meeting 
and actually developed into one of its highlights: Even after a long and intense day of science, most 
of the awardees remain present when they are called to the stage. On the Fall Meeting Website[1] or on 
the back cover of the October 2025 issue, you can see the smiling faces of the award winners (award 
winners and runners-up), some of whom you will encounter again as authors of the contributions 
published in this issue.

Before we invite you to enjoy this year’s Junior Laureates Issue, we would like to thank the award 
sponsors – the Metrohm Foundation and dsm-firmenich – for their long-standing support of the 
program, which goes back to well over a decade. Finally, we are grateful to the Award Juries of the 
nine thematic sessions for the excellent work in selecting the laureates.

Prof. Dr. Eva Freisinger, Prof Dr. Michal Juríček (University of Zurich), Dr. Hans Peter Lüthi 
(SCS Foundation)

[1] https://fm25.scg.ch/ 
[2] A. Merbach, CHIMIA 2003, 57, 146, https://doi.org/10.2533/000942903777679488.
[3] G. Frater, CHIMIA 2005, 59, 64, https://doi.org/10.2533/000942905777676821.
[4] E. C. Constable (chairman), Program of the Fall Meeting 1999, CHIMIA 1999, 53, 321.

The Editorial board of CHIMIA is very grateful to Prof. Dr. Eva Freisinger, Prof. Dr. Michal Juríček, 
and Dr. Hans Peter Lüthi for their great efforts in organizing this issue on Laureates: Junior Prizes of the  
SCS Fall Meeting 2025 showcasing the excellent and broad levels of research that is presented at 
the SCS Fall Meeting.

Cover image created by Iris Nogueroles-Langa: Bridging catalyst design and process-level analysis for 
plastic recycling. Ruthenium–nickel catalysts enhance selectivity toward liquid fuel-range products in the 
hydrogenolysis of high-density polyethylene (HDPE), illustrated by the liquid-filled plastic bottle cap. Process-
level analyses indicate that targeting average liquid product chain lengths of C11+ may satisfy both economic 
and environmental targets. Image elements: Green plastic cap by Vecteezy licensed under Pro License, oily 
liquid by Rawpixel Studio Ltd. licensed under Business License, bottle caps background licensed via iStock/
Getty Images.
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