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DuPont becomes SCS Partner and Supporter of the
SCS Fall Meeting Best Presentation Award Program

DuPont signed the partnership agreement
and joined the SCS partnership program.
We are happy an proud to welcome
DuPont as a new member of the SCS
Partnership Program. The program is a
strategic tool to strengthen the collabora-
tion with industrial partners and to align
the Society’s activities to the communi-
ty’s requirements.

Furthermore DuPont is partnering for
the Best Presentation Award Program of the SCS Fall Meeting
and will be sponsoring the Best Poster Awards. The prizes include
cash, travel grants and free publication opportunities in the Junior
Laureates issue of CHIMIA 4/2027.

«DPONT>

2027 Distinguished Women in Chemistry / Chemical
Engineering Award: Call for Nominations

The International Union of Pure and Ap-
plied Chemistry (IUPAC) is pleased to
announce the call for nominations for
the IUPAC 2027 Distinguished Women
in Chemistry or Chemical Engineering
Awards. The purpose of the awards pro-
gram, originally initiated as part of the
2011 International Year of Chemistry cel-
ebrations, is to acknowledge and promote
the work of women in chemistry/chemi-
cal engineering worldwide. In 2011, 23 women were honored dur-
ing a ceremony held at the IUPAC Congress in San Juan, Puerto
Rico. At each of the subsequent [UPAC Congresses, 12 women
received this recognition; in Istanbul in 2013, in Busan, Korea in
2015, in Sao Paulo in 2017, in Paris in 2019, virtually in 2021, in
The Hague in 2023, and in Kuala Lumpur in 2025. A similar award
ceremony will take place during the 2027 I[UPAC Congress in July
in Montreal, Canada.

Awardees will be selected based on excellence in basic or
applied research, distinguished accomplishments in teaching or
education, or demonstrated leadership or managerial excellence
in the chemical sciences. The Awards Commiittee is particularly
interested in nominees with a history of leadership and/or com-
munity service during their careers.

Each nomination requires a primary nominator and two sec-
ondary nominators who must each write a letter of recommen-
dation in support of the nomination. A CV of the nominee is
required. Self-nominations will not be accepted. Nominations
should be received by 31 October 2026.

More information: https://iupac.org

IUPAC Biennial Report 2024-2025: Advancing
Chemistry Worldwide

From developing the common language
of chemistry and promoting FAIR da-
ta standards to supporting education,
sustainability, international collabora-
tion, and scientific outreach, the report
highlights the breadth and impact of
IUPAC’s work over the past two years.
It also showcases major conferences,
new awards, global partnerships, and the
contributions of hundreds of volunteer scientists working across
disciplines and borders.

Explore the achievements, discover emerging initiatives, and
see how IUPAC continues to enable chemistry’s contribution to
a more sustainable future.

Source: https://iupac.org

Chemistry Europe Award 2026: Call for nominations

With the Chemistry Europe Award,
Chemistry Europe honors every two
years scientists who have made outstand-
ing contributions in a field of chemistry
for sustainability, energy, materials, and
the environment.. The topic of the award
is to be determined by the Chemistry
Europe Council. This year’s prize will
be awarded in the filed of Medicinal and
Bio-related Chemistry (with emphasis on drug discovery, drug de-
sign, and PROTAC:).

Nominees for the Chemistry Europe Award should be scien-
tists who have made major contributions to an area of chemistry
and significantly advanced our understanding of a particular field.

The Chemistry Europe Award will be granted regardless of
race, gender, age, religion, ethnicity, nationality, sexual orien-
tation, gender expression, gender identity, presence of disabili-
ties, and educational background. The prize may be awarded not
only to members of the Chemistry Europe societies but also to
non-members and representatives of any nation.

Nomination Deadline is November 1, 2026.
More information: https://chemistryviews.org

Chemistry
Europe

Chemistry Europe Travel 2026: Call for applications

Travel
Grant

The Chemistry Europe Travel Grant sup-
ports early-career researchers by provid-
ing €2,000 for short-term international
research stays. The goal is to foster sci-
entific collaboration across borders and
support the professional development of
emerging scientists.

Launched in 2024, this initiative
aims to strengthen international re-
search networks by enabling 1-2-month research stays at in-
stitutions outside the applicant’s current country of residence.
Following a limited number of applications in its first year, the
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program was revised in May 2025 to enhance accessibility and
appeal.

Application deadline is October 15, 2026.

More information: https://www.chemistryviews.org

A Warm Welcome to Our New Members!

Period: 28.05.2026-25.06.2026

Athina Anastasaki, Zurich - Valerii And-
reichev, Basel - Sena Aydin Ceylan, Basel
- Ciardan Baumann, Bern - Tania Beringer,
Basel - Sofiia Bolkhovetska, Zurich - Marc
Breaz, Zurich - Kham Lek Chaton, Basel
- Madeleine Clough, Bern - Prathamesh
Datar, Geneva - Gabriel Dunes, Zu-
rich - Fabian Fankhauser, Biberist - Joél
Nicolas Géggeler, Gerzensee - Emmanouil Giotas, Bern - Kshitij
Vivek Goyal, Lausanne - Polina Gron, Lausanne - Salomé Guil-
bert, Lausanne - Yuchen Hu, Lausanne - Weng Ieong, Geneva - Md
Muhaiminul Islam, Ecublens - Xinyuan Ji, Basel - Lisa Jobst, Zurich
- Aleksandr Kazantsev, Geneva - Arseniy Lapshov, Zurich - Peter
Li, Bern - Xiaotao Liu, Basel - Alysia Mandato, Geneva - Shilpa
Mathew, Kottayam (IN) - Manas Nagda, Lausanne - Kehinde Ola-
jide, Diibendorf - Nils Ostermann, Geneva - Samuel Perrett, Villigen
- Elham Rakhshi, Arbon - Johannes Raths, Diibendorf - Katja Raue,
Zurich - Nico Scheurer, Basel - Noelle Thiir, Bern - Sameernandan
Upadhyayula, Lausanne - Marc-Eduard Usteri, Zurich - Mishika
Virmani, Geneva - Kaifeng Wang, Zurich - Chikha Zakaria, Geneva
- Yun Zhang, Geneva.

Become a member: https://scg.ch/membership

HoNoRs, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS

Best Presentation Prize Winners at the Peptide
Therapeutics Forum 2026

As part of the 2026 edition of the Pep-
tide Therapeutics Forum at Biozentrum
Basel, the SCS offered the opportunity
for students to present their research
in form of a short talk or a poster. Dr.
Richard Smith, representative of Wiley
and Chemistry Europe, handed over the
certificates to the following winners:

Best Contributed Talk

Elena Rebecca Cotroneo, Gottingen University

«Design and Synthesis of Bicyclic Helical Peptides as 3-Catenin
Binders»

Best Poster Presentations

Sofia Pinheiro, University of Basel

«Nature-Inspired Protection: Engineering Complement-Resist-
ance of Biomedical Surfaces via Surface-Tethered M22 Peptid-
omimetics» and

Valerie Waser, EPFL Lausanne

«Construction of DNA-Encoded Peptide Libraries
SPPS-Synthesized Building Blocks»

Additional information and impressions of the event are availa-
ble on the website of the symposium on https://ptf26.scg.ch

with

Thanks a lot to Chemistry Europe for sponsoring the event
and for supporting the award program.
Source: https://scg.ch

Best Presentation Prize Winners at the Swiss
Photochemistry Symposium 2026

As part of the Swiss Photochemistry
Symposium 2026 at HEIA Fribourg,
the SCS offered the opportunity for stu-
dents to present their reserch in form of
a contributed talk or a poster. The or-
ganizers honored the best contributions
with the Best Contributed Talk Award
and the Best Poster Presentation Award
sponsored by Chemistry Europe. Dr.
Richard Smith, representative of Wiley and Chemistry Europe
handed over the certificates.

Best Contributed Talk

Dorothee Wagner, University of Basel

«Long-Lived Terphenyl Radical Anion Super-Reductant for Pho-
tocatalysis Formed via Blue-to-UV Upconversion with Fully Re-
solved Mechanism»

Best Poster Presentation

Luis Llanes Montesino, University of Geneva

«Unusual excited-state dynamics in the [Au, (PET) ]’ nanocluster»
Source: https://scg.ch

Helvetica Prize of the Swiss Chemical Society 2026

On the occasion of the SCS Fall Meet-
ing 2026, Helvetica Chimic Acta, rep-
resented by its editors in chief, Prof.
Eva Hevia and Prof. Jérdme Waser, as
well as Helvetica Executive Editor Dr.
Richard Smith, will award the Helvetica
Prize of the Swiss Chemical Soceity for
the best published papers of PhD/Post-
docs 2025/2026 in Helvetica Chimica
Acta.
The prize is endowed with CHF 1’000 for the winner and CHF
500 for the runner-up.
e I*prize 2026: Dr. Valeriia Hutskalova, University of Basel,
Group of Prof. Christof Sparr
«Synthesis of Biphenanthrene Natural Products by
Atroposelective Aromatic Ring-Opening Metathesis»
e 2" prize 2026: Dr. Charlotte Egger, University of Geneva,
Group of Prof. Claude Piguet
«Spin-Crossover Modulated Luminescence in Materials and
Molecular Complexes»
We congratulate the winners and hope this motivates many of
our members to hand in their next manuscript to Helvetica, a
journal of the SCS.
More information: https://scg.ch or https://helvchimacta.ch

Prof. Marinella Mazzanti, EPFL Lausanne wins Royal
Society of Chemistry prize

Prof. Marinella Mazzanti, EPFL has
received the Royal Society of Chemis-
try’s Mond-Nyholm Prize for Inorganic
Chemistry for her pioneering research
on molecular f-element chemistry and
nitrogen activation.

Her group also studies how f-ele-
ments interact with small, stable mole-
cules, including nitrogen. Breaking the
strong bond between the two atoms in nitrogen gas is a major
chemical challenge. Better ways to activate nitrogen could sup-
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port the development of less energy intensive routes to nitrogen
based chemicals, including fertilizers.

The Mond-Nyholm Prize for Inorganic Chemistry recogniz-
es “outstanding contributions to the chemical sciences in the area
of inorganic chemistry.” Awarded annually by the Royal Society
of Chemistry since 2020, the Prize includes a lecture tour in the
United Kingdom.

Source: https://www.epfl.ch

Germany’s Grand Cross of Merit with Star for
Prof. Michael Gratzel, EPFL Lausanne

Prof. Michael Gritzel, EPFL has re-
ceived the Grand Cross of Merit with
Star of the Order of Merit of the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany, one of the
country’s highest civilian honors, in
recognition of his outstanding scientific
achievements and international impact.
The decoration was presented by Ger-
man President Frank Walter Steinmeier
during a ceremony held at the Presidential residence in Berlin on
31 May 2026.

The Grand Cross of Merit with Star is among Germany’s
highest civilian distinctions. It recognizes individuals whose
contributions have had an exceptional impact on society, science,
culture, public service, or international cooperation.

Source: https://epfl.ch

Prof. Javier Pérez-Ramirez ETH Zurich, honoured
with RSC Environment Prize

Prof. Javier Pérez-Ramirez, ETH Zu-
rich receives the Environment Prize
of the Royal Society of Chemistry for
connecting catalyst design, reaction en-
gineering, and sustainability metrics to
develop new catalytic technologies that
enable circular carbon utilisation.

Javier Pérez-Ramirez and his team
connect chemistry across scales, from
catalysts engineered down to single atoms to technologies that
can make chemical production cleaner and more sustainable.
By designing materials that direct chemical reactions with high
precision, he aims both to understand catalysis at a fundamental
level and to apply that knowledge to converting resources such
as CO,, biogas, and plastics into useful chemicals and fuels. The
broader goal is to translate atomic-level insight into practical
solutions that reduce environmental impact and advance a cir-
cular economy.

The Environment Prize is one of the Royal Society of Chem-
istry’s Research & Innovation Prizes, given in celebration of ex-
ceptional people advancing the chemical sciences across indus-
try and academia. Winners of RCS prizes join a prestigious list
of past winners, 60 of whom have gone on to win Nobel Prizes
for their work.

Source: https://ethz.ch

Prof. Helma Wennemers, ETH Zurich receives the
Emil Fischer Medal

Prof. Helma Wennemers, ETH Zurich
is receiving the Emil Fischer Medal for
her work on artificial peptides—short
chains of amino acids. She demon-
strated that these small molecules can
perform functions that, in nature, are
reserved for large macromolecules. Her
tripeptides act as asymmetric catalysts
and accelerate chemical reactions even
in minute quantities. In flow reactors, they enable continuous
synthesis on a kilogram scale.

In addition, Prof. Wennemers developed a functionalizable
synthetic collagen that can be used to visualize prostate tumors.
A peptide probe from her lab detects collagen remodeling in tu-
mors and scar tissue — ETH Zurich named it the most important
invention of the year in 2020.

Source: https://gdch.de

JOURNAL NEws

Helvetica, Volume 109, Issue 6, June 2026

Perspective

Mechanophores for Mechano-Imaging
in Polymeric Materials

Jess M. Clough

Research Article

Crystal Orientation Independent Strong
TERS Response in Anisotropic ReS, on
Gold

Pavel Valencia-Acuna, Chih-Feng Wang, Oliva M. Primera-Pe-
drozo, Andrey Krayev

HELVETICA

WILEY-VHCA

A Compact Circularly Polarized Luminescence Emitter—Chiral-
ity of a [2.2]-Paracyclophane Macrocycle

Salome L. Heim, Adriano D’Addio, Olaf Fuhr, Dieter Fenske,
Marcel Mayor

Micellar Suzuki-Miyaura Reaction With Xylose Acetal Cosol-
vents: A Life Cycle Assessment Approach

Arian Bajramaj, Lara Amini, Myléne Soudani, Justine Horner,
Esaie Reusser, Michael U. Luescher, Fabrice Gallou, Roger
Marti

Traceable Traceless Delivery Tags
Julia Moreno, Xudong Ren, Saidbakhrom Saidjalolov, Pierre
Josso, Naomi Sakai, Stefan Matile

Synthesis and Structure of Alkali-Metal Naphthylamides Solvat-
ed by Biorenewable 2-Methyltetrahydrofurany
Sophia Belrhomari, Eva Hevia

Website: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15222675
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INDUSTRIAL NEWS SWITZERLAND

Source: www.chemanager-online.com

Siegfried Inaugurates Pharma API plant in Minden
June 16, 2026: Siegfried has inaugurated a new large-scale pro-
duction facility for the manufacture of active pharmaceutical in-
gredients (APIs) at its German site in Minden.

The Swiss contract development and manufacturing organi-
zation (CDMO) for the pharmaceutical industry, headquartered
in Zofingen, has expanded reactor capacity by 100 m3 at its Min-
den facility, thereby strengthening its position as a CDMO for
small-molecule drug substances. With the new facility, the com-
pany is further expanding its ability to support customers with
high-quality and scalable manufacturing solutions for APIs.
Marcel Imwinkelried, CEO of Siegfried, explained: ,,The inau-
guration of our new facility in Minden is an important milestone
in the further expansion of our global production network. It
creates additional capacity for the industrial manufacture of
complex active pharmaceutical ingredients and strengthens our
ability to supply customers reliably, flexibly, and with high quali-
ty.” The new production facility combines modern process tech-
nologies, automation, and secure production capacities for highly
active substances. Gravity-assisted process control, RFID-based
formulation management, and optimized solvent use contribute
to efficient, safe, and reliable production. With the new facility,
Siegfried is expanding its offering for the industrial manufac-
turing of active pharmaceutical ingredients and reaffirming its
strategic focus on a strong production network, operational ex-
cellence, and long-term, trusting partnerships with pharmaceu-
tical customers. The Siegfried Group is a global life sciences
company with 16 sites in Switzerland, Germany, Spain, France,
Malta, the U.S., Australia, and China. The company generated
revenue of approximately CHF 1.3 billion in fiscal year 2025 and
employs over 3,800 people.

Lonza Issues License to Antharis Therapeutics

for ADCs

June 18, 2026: Lonza and Antharis Therapeutics, a biophar-
maceutical company developing next-generation antibody-
based therapeutics for oncology, announced an exclusive, tar-
get-specific licensing agreement to develop novel dual-payload
ADC:s targeting gastrointestinal (GI) cancers. Antharis Thera-
peutics utilizes cutting-edge proprietary antibody engineering
and target biology expertise to develop next-generation thera-
peutic monoclonal antibodies (mAbs), bispecifics and ADCs,
designed to address unmet medical needs in oncology. Through
this agreement, Antharis will integrate its proprietary antibo-
dy engineering and target biology expertise with Lonza’s cli-
nically validated, site-specific ADC technologies. Under the
terms of the agreement, Antharis will secure rights to Lonza’s
dual-payload ADC technology platform, which will be com-
bined with Antharis’ proprietary discovery and development
capabilities to advance highly differentiated, next generation
ADC programs for multicancer applications. The collaborati-
on will initially support Antharis’ lead ADC program, about
to enter the clinic, targeting GI cancers. Antharis will retain
full responsibility for research, clinical development, manufac-
turing and commercialization of the ADCs, while Lonza will
manufacture components related to its proprietary payload and
linker technologies. Lonza will be eligible to receive upfront,
potential milestone payments and royalty payments on net sa-
les. Jan Vertommen, Vice President of Commercial Develop-
ment, Advanced Synthesis, Lonza, said: “This licensing agree-
ment highlights an exciting new innovation based on Lonza’s
proprietary dual payload technology. We are excited to combine

our platform with Antharis’ deep expertise in antibody engi-
neering and target biology to evaluate its potential to advance
next-generation ADCs. We are pleased to see this collaboration
applied within Antharis’ ambitious and scientifically rigorous
ADC programs.” Raphael Ribeiro Pinaud, CEO of Antharis
Therapeutics, said: “This collaboration represents a major stra-
tegic milestone for Antharis. By combining Lonza’s clinically
validated ADC technology platform with Antharis’ antibody
engineering, target biology and translational expertise, we are
well positioned to advance next-generation dual-payload ADCs.
We believe this collaboration creates a powerful and highly dif-
ferentiated approach to oncology drug development.” Under
the terms of the agreement, Antharis will retain full respon-
sibility for research, clinical development, manufacturing and
commercialization of the ADCs, while Lonza will manufacture
components related to its proprietary payload and linker tech-
nologies. Lonza will be eligible to receive upfront, potential
milestone payments and royalty payments on net sales.

Dow’s $100 Million Bet on Specialty Silicones

June 24, 2026: Dow is pumping $100M into silicones manufac-
turing across the US, China, and Japan — accelerating supply for
EVs, electronics, and medical devices.

Targeted investments increase product availability, strengthen
supply chain resilience and accelerate scale-up from innovation
to commercialization.

Dow recently announced the advancement of a series of tar-
geted investment projects totaling approximately $100 million by
the end of 2027 to expand its global specialty silicones manufac-
turing and innovation capabilities. These investments reinforce
the Company’s commitment to supporting fast-growing end mar-
kets while strengthening innovation and supply chain resilience
for customers worldwide. The investments will expand Dow’s
specialty silicones capabilities across the United States, China
and Japan, focusing on advanced silicones and processing capa-
bilities to meet growing global demand in mobility, electronics
and health care applications. “These investments underscore
Dow’s focus on scaling specialty silicones materials and brin-
ging innovation closer and faster to our customers,” said Bren-
dy Lange, President of Performance Materials & Coatings. “By
expanding manufacturing and innovation capabilities in these
strategic regions, we are investing to meet increasing consumer
demand, strengthening our global supply chain capabilities, and
enabling customers to move faster from innovation to commer-
cialization.”

Investments include:

Liquid silicone rubber (LSR) manufacturing expansions in Car-
rollton, Kentucky, and Zhangjiagang, China, expected to come
online in 2027, supporting high-performance applications across
mobility, electronics and health care.

Capacity expansions for engineered silicone materials sup-
porting advanced electronics applications — including power
electronics, semiconductor packaging, thermal and electrical
protection — are scheduled to come online this year in Songjiang,
China, and Fukui, Japan, with additional expansions in Auburn,
Michigan, and Zhangjiagang, China, expected in 2027, strengthe-
ning Dow’s specialty materials innovation and manufacturing
backbone.

Expanded Cooling Science Labs in Shanghai, China, earlier
this year, and in Midland, Michigan, in June, supporting faster
customer innovation for the development and scale-up of next-
generation thermal management solutions.

This completes the series of silicones investments previously
disclosed at Dow’s Investor Day event in 2024, with updated ti-
ming of the projects reflecting evolving market demand and af-
fordability factors.
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Supporting Growth in High-Value Markets

Demand for specialty silicones continues to grow faster than
GDP across mobility, electronics and medical applications, whe-
re product performance, supply reliability and technical capabi-
lities are critical. Dow’s investments are designed to support the-
se trends through regional, local-for-local manufacturing that
aligns capacity with customer demand. The expanded silicones
capacity targets three sectors: mobility (intelligence modules,
energy electronics, safety systems), electronics (data centers,
microelectronics, consumer components), and medical devices,
where local supply chains are increasingly required for regula-
ted products. As the world‘s largest silicones producer, Dow is
building manufacturing close to demand centers across the Ame-
ricas, Europe, and Asia to shorten the path from production to
commercialization.

Merck Acquires Life Sciences Company Bio-Techne
June 26, 2026: Merck has agreed to acquire Bio-Techne in an
all-cash deal valuing the company at approximately $11.3 billion.

,.Bio-Techne is an outstanding fit that directly supports our
strategic direction focused on delivering cutting-edge products
and solutions across the entire industry value chain — from lab
customers to those manufacturing in the biotech and pharmaceu-
tical industries,” said Kai Beckmann, Chairman of the Executive
Board and Group CEO of Merck. The transaction would bring
together two highly complementary and leading life sciences or-
ganizations, uniquely positioned to support customers across the
full spectrum of life science workflows — from discovery and
translational research through development, testing and com-
mercial manufacturing. Additionally, it would directly deliver
on Merck’s mid- to long-term strategic agenda, which focuses
on high-growth value drivers, integrated workflows, platformed
capabilities and scaling and sourcing innovation through M&A.

“This transaction is an important milestone towards delive-
ring on our mid- to long-term strategic agenda. Bio-Techne is an
outstanding fit that directly supports our strategic direction fo-
cused on delivering cutting-edge products and solutions across
the entire industry value chain — from lab customers to those
manufacturing in the biotech and pharmaceutical industries,”
said Kai Beckmann, Chairman of the Executive Board and
Group CEO of Merck. “By combining Bio-Techne’s scientific
depth, innovation engine and differentiated portfolio with
Merck’s global scale, manufacturing excellence and customer
reach, we are in a strong position to address some of the most
important opportunities in life sciences and support our custo-
mers in accelerating the next generation of scientific discovery
and therapeutic innovation. This positions us to deliver compel-
ling strategic and financial benefits for shareholders, customers
and employees.”

“For 50 years, Bio-Techne has enabled scientific breakt-
hroughs across proteomics, spatial biology, and novel therapeu-
tics,” said Kim Kelderman, President and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Bio-Techne. “This transaction is a testament to the re-
markable company our team has built and to the enduring value
we create for our customers and stakeholders. As part of Merck,
we will have greater scale and expanded capabilities to accelerate
innovation and deepen our impact. Together, we will empower
our customers to tackle the most important challenges in science
and healthcare, helping to improve outcomes worldwide.” Bio-
Techne is one of the leading providers of recombinant proteins,
with 50 years of experience in the research and development of
innovative technologies and new treatment methods. With Bio-
Techne, Merck will expand its portfolio to include a globally
established range of cytokines, growth factors, antibodies, and
immunoassay kits. Headquartered in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
the company employs more than 3,000 people worldwide, inclu-
ding approximately 2,300 in the US. It has 34 locations and 15

production and manufacturing facilities in the US, Canada, the
United Kingdom, Switzerland, and China, and generated reve-
nue of more than $1.2 billion in fiscal year 2025.

Lonza Expands Visp Site to Meet Demand in ADCs
July 1, 2026: mLonza to expand payload-linker manufacturing
capacity in Visp (CH) to support the rapidly growing antibody-
drug conjugate (ADC) market. Investment supports Lonza’s po-
sition in the ADC space by further developing its integrated ADC
offering and expanding commercial-scale supply of highly po-
tent payload-linker molecules Lonza, a global contract develop-
ment and manufacturing organization (CDMO), recently an-
nounced plans to enhance its drug-linker center of excellence
and expand payload-linker manufacturing capacity at its Visp
site. The expansion will establish new commercial-scale capabi-
lities for the manufacture of highly complex and highly potent
active pharmaceutical ingredients (HPAPI) and ADC payload-
linkers, reinforcing Lonza’s position as the leading and fully in-
tegrated CDMO partner in the ADC space. ADCs represent one
of the fastest-growing segments in the pharmaceutical market,
with increasing demand for complex payload-linkers that requi-
re customized synthesis and advanced purification technologies.
These molecules are becoming more structurally complex and
driving the need for specialized, highly potent manufacturing
capabilities. The investment will add new manufacturing capaci-
ty within an existing GMP facility, bringing additional payload-
linker production and purification alongside dedicated analytical
and process development laboratories. The facility is designed for
multipurpose use and scale-out, enabling flexible production of a
broad range of payload-linker molecules, with the option to add
additional suites as customer demand grows. The new capacity
is closely connected to Lonza’s broader integrated ADC ecosys-
tem in Visp, which includes monoclonal antibody manufacture,
conjugation and drug product (DP) manufacturing capabilities in
Visp and Stein (CH) and is complemented by additional quality
control (QC) capacity capable of handling highly potent payload-
linker molecules. The facility is expected to be operational in
2028, supporting both clinical and commercial programs and
enabling customers to accelerate time to market for innovative
ADC therapies Christian Seufert, Head of Advanced Synthesis,
Lonza, said: ,,The rapid growth of the ADC market is driving in-
creasing demand for highly complex payload-linkers that require
advanced manufacturing capabilities. Lonza remains committed
to investing and further developing its integrated ADC offering.
This investment reflects that commitment by expanding our ca-
pacity to support this next generation of therapies and enabling
our customers to progress efficiently from development to com-
mercial supply, ultimately helping bring targeted, potentially
life-changing treatments to patients.”

Former Bachem Executive Torsten Woehr to Become
CEO of Rentschler

July 2,2026: Rentschler Biopharma has appointed Torsten Woehr
as Chief Executive Officer (CEO), effective August 1, 2026. With
over 25 years of experience in the international CDMO and bio-
technology industries, Torsten Woehr combines strong leader-
ship skills in the commercial sector with in-depth knowledge of
operational business. Most recently, he served as Chief Commer-
cial Officer of Bachem, where he led global business operations
and drove key strategic investments. Prior to that, he led, among
other things, the Swiss CDMO’s oligonucleotide business. Before
joining Bachem in mid-2017, he spent 20 years in various in-
ternational leadership roles at companies including Johnson &
Johnson, Genzyme, and Corden Pharma. His international expe-
rience includes more than ten years living in the United States.
Torsten Woehr earned his Ph.D. in bioorganic chemistry from
the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (EPFL) in Lausanne.
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Nikolaus F. Rentschler, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of
Rentschler Biopharma, said: “I am very pleased to welcome Mr.
Woehr to Rentschler Biopharma. He brings extensive transat-
lantic experience as well as a proven track record in the CDMO
industry — from the successful implementation of commercial
strategies to drive company growth to building trusting customer
relationships. At a time when our customers are facing increasing
complexity in the development and manufacture of biologics, his
expertise in aligning commercial priorities with operational ca-
pabilities and strengthening partnerships will be crucial. I am
confident that, under his leadership, we will continue to deliver
sustainable value to our customers and their patients.” Torsten
Woehr, CEO-designate of Rentschler Biopharma, commented:
“Rentschler Biopharma stands for trusting partnerships, scien-
tific expertise, and a high degree of reliability toward its custo-
mers. I look forward to leading the company and working with
the talented and dedicated teams across the organization. We
will build on this solid foundation to expand our capabilities and
deliver sustainable value to our partners, customers, and patients
worldwide. In doing so, we will continue to be guided by our
vision of advancing medicine to protect lives — together.” This
appointment marks the start of the next phase of the company’s
strategy, which aims to further strengthen long-term growth and
sustainable value creation. Following a period of interim lea-
dership, Uwe Buecheler will step down from his role as interim
CEO effective August 1, 2026, and resume his position as Vi-
ce Chairman of the Supervisory Board. Nikolaus F. Rentschler
commented: “T would like to express my sincere thanks to Mr.
Buecheler for his outstanding work during the transition phase.
His experience, leadership, and dedication have ensured continu-
ity, maintained momentum, and positioned Rentschler Biophar-
ma well for the next phase of development. I am very pleased
that he will continue to support the company in his role on the
Supervisory Board.”

Source: CHEManager | CHEManager International
Wiley-VCH GmbH, 69469 Weinheim, GERMANY,
E-Mail: chemanager@wiley.com

BACHEM

CDMO FOR Y,
PEPTIDES
& OLIGOS

From small- to
large-scale

Bachem is a leading, innovation-
driven company specializing in the
development and manufacture of
peptides and oligonucleotides.

The company, which has over

50 years of experience and
expertise, provides products for
research, clinical development,
and commercial application to
pharmaceutical and biotechnology
companies worldwide and offers a
comprehensive range of services.

Bachem operates
internationally with
headquartersin
Switzerland and
locations in Europe
and the US.

e
=%

www.bachem.com

10




