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The fourth edition of the BeNeFri symposium was conducted
atthe Department of Chemistry, Biochemistry and Pharmaceutical
Sciences (DCBP), University of Bern, on the 22" May 2026.
Many young researchers from all over Switzerland, with a special
focus on the BeNeFri region (Bern, Neuchétel, and Fribourg)
participated in this event and presented their research. There
was an array of topics spanning various fields of Chemistry,
among them there was a spotlight on Synthetic Chemistry,
Mechanochemistry, Therapeutics, and Physical Chemistry.
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Fig. 1. Group photo of the atténdees ofthe BeNeFri Symposium 2026.
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The program was kicked off with a welcome address by
Maximilian Horn, the Vice President of the youngSCS. He intro-
duced the activities of the youngSCS community and set the
stage for a day of inspiring scientific discussions and networking
among the participants. The agenda for the day included two in-
vited lectures by leading young professors and seven contributed
talks by PhD students and post-doctoral researchers. A scientific
speed dating session was also organized to enhance the exchange
between the young researchers in the region.

Prof. Rebecca Biiller from the University
of Bern was the first invited speaker of the
day. She gave us valuable insights on data
driven engineering of protein catalysts for
synthetic applications.

Prof. Fiorella Lucarini from Haute école
d’ingénierie et d’architecture, Fribourg
(HEIA-FR), the second invited speaker in
the afternoon session, spoke about the im-
portance of tracking and analysis of con-
taminants like per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) and bisphenol A (BPA)
in food and the environment.
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This edition of the BeNeFri symposium had seven contributed
talks from PhD students and post-doctoral researchers from the
University of Bern (UniBe), the Adolphe Merkle Institute (AMI)
and the University of Zurich (UZH). The short oral presentations
were engaging, and it was a great opportunity for the participants
to present and discuss their research with their peers. The vibrant
speakers of this edition were Jelena Krizic (UniBe), Ioannis
Vagiakos (UniBe), Fan Liu (UZH), Hrishikesan Kalpakassery
Pattam (AMI), Maximilian Horn (UniBe), Diego Rosas Villalva
(UniBe), and Nick Zahnd (AMI).

This year, the Award for the Best Oral Presentation was
bagged by Hrishikesan Kalpakassery Pattam, a PhD student from
the Adolphe Merkle Institute for his wonderful presentation enti-
tled ‘Quantum dot-Spiropyran nanoassembly for mechano-imag-
ing in polymers’ There was also a session dedicated to Scientific
Speed Dating, organized by Carolina Pierucci (AMI) which in-
volved a quick round of interaction among the attendees, and
everyone gave a snapshot of their research to each other.
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Fig. 2. Yueying Yang (left) awards Hrishikesan Kalpakassery Pattam
(right) the prize for the Best Oral Presentation.

This eventful day was made special by the dedication of the
invited speakers and the enthusiasm of the young researchers
who presented the contributed talks. The day ended with an aper-
itif, networking and further discussions followed over from the
sessions of the day. Inspiring talks and interactions with peers
made this day an unforgettable one.
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