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SCS Anniversary Game Competition 2026: Get to 
know the candidates

As part of the 125th anniversary program 
of the Swiss Chemial Society, we estab-
lished the SCS Anniversary Game Com-
petition where participants were asked 
to create their own chemistry game app. 
The three finalist (max. 2 persons per 
team) are invited to the Swiss Chemistry 
Science Night in Bern on September 18, 
2026, to present their games to the audi-
ence in a live demo. The audience will 
vote on the winner. We will report on the 

event and the winners in the next issue of CHIMIA.

Format
From a simple 2D one-person-game offline app to a complex mul-
ti-player online game, anything was possible. 

Get to know the Candidates
•	 SynStrategy: The Functional Group & Reaction Recognition
	 Game, Created by Willi A. Amberg
•	 Molecule Kitchen, Created by Stephan Egger
•	 Reactistry: The Chemical Factory Game, Created by Ramon 

Fitze
•	 Slay the Chemist, Created by Laura Näf
•	 Elementle – The daily periodic table game, Created by Stefan 

P. Schmid
•	 Periodic Scrabble: Synthesis! Created by Martin Schwill
•	 ChemCore Defense, Created by Bryan Seale
•	 Mystery on the Chemistry Express, Created by Yueqing Shen
•	 Pasteur The Game, Created by Benjamin Spenger
•	 Chemistry Mama, Created by Clément Tanguy
•	 SynthesisBattle, Created by Felix Theuerkauff

Evaluation Criteria
Functionality, creativity, and surprise of the game as well as a 
compelling presentation scored high points.

Prize Money
The winning teams will get CHF 1,000, 750 and 500.
https://scg.ch

Helvetica Session at the SCS Fall Meeting 2026 

Every three years the SCS Fall Meeting 
takes place in Bern and traditionally we 
started this 2-days event with the Helveti-
ca Session. We were happy to welcoming 
Prof. Ala Bunescu and Prof. Gilles Gas-
ser as Helvetica speakers 2026 on stage in 
Bern on September 27, 2026.

Prof.Ala Bunescu, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität 
Bonn
«Selective Catalytic Strategies for the Valorization of Feedstock 
Functionalities in Organic Synthesis»

Prof. Gilles Gasser, Chimie ParisTech, PSL University
«Metal Complexes for Medicinal Applications»

We like to thanks Helvetica and its Managing Editor, Dr. Richard 
Smith for having sponsored the Session.

2027 IUPAC-SOONG Prize for Sustainable 
Chemistry: Call for Nominations

The IUPAC-Soong Prize for Sustainable 
Chemistry is a high-profile prize to be 
awarded annually to an outstanding sci-
entist for a breakthrough or conceptual 
advance, highlighting the discovery rath-
er than the laureate’s luminous career.

Nominations for the 2026 award are 
invited via the official online nomation 
form. Deadline is November 30, 2026.

There are no restrictions on the can-
didate’s background, affiliation, identity, and opinions. The Prize 
laureate will receive a certificate, a medal, a monetary award of 
$30,000 (USD), and travel expenses to reach the prize ceremony. 
In addition to the prize ceremony, the awardee will be invited to 
present a lecture at the National Taiwan University within two 
years of receiving the award. Self-nomination is not allowed.

There are no restrictions on the candidate’s background, af-
filiation, identity, and opinions. The Prize laureate will receive 
a certificate, a medal, a monetary award of $30,000 (USD), and 
travel expenses to reach the prize ceremony. In addition to the 
prize ceremony, the awardee will be invited to present a lecture 
at the National Taiwan University within two years of receiving 
the award. Self-nomination is not allowed.
More information: https://iupac.org

Chemistry Europe Travel Grant 2026

The Chemistry Europe Travel Grant sup-
ports early-career researchers by provid-
ing €2,000 for short-term international 
research stays. The goal is to foster sci-
entific collaboration across borders and 
support the professional development of 
emerging scientists. Launched in 2024, 
this initiative aims to strengthen inter-
national research networks by enabling 
1–2-month research stays at institutions 

outside the applicant’s current country of residence. Following a 
limited number of applications in its first year, the program was 
revised in May 2025 to enhance accessibility and appeal.
Application deadline is October 15, 2026.
Source: https://chemistryviews.org
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A Warm Welcome to Our New Members!

Period: 26.06.2026–17.08.2026
Areej Abuhammad, Amman (JO) - Anna 
Albertini, Aarau - Cyrill Albrecht, Zu-
rich - Yuriko Ando, Zurich - Bálint Ba-
lázs, Heves (HU) - Nakul Abhay Bapat, 
Lausanne - Marion Calvo, Dübendorf - 
Kaloyan Dimitrov, Founex - Emilia Gey-
er, Hamburg (D) - Donata Giulini, Zurich 
- Charlotte Glaus, Vessy - Tatiana Gliga, 

Chavannes-près-Renens - Dimitrije Gligorovski, Belgrade (RS) - 
Michel Enrique Hernández Moya, Lausanne - Sara Hoefer, Bern - 
Kryštof Jeníček, Bern - Joel Manoah Joshua, Fribourg - Diana María 
Juárez Polo, Fribourg - Richard Karl, Basel - Dani Lucas-Barbosa, 
Zurich - Olivie Maya Matyaskova, Zurich - Maaz Musa Abdalla 
Mohammed, Dhahran (SA) - Lucian Moisa, Muttenz - Masaki Na-
kajima, Urdorf - Iia Nonikashvili, Basel - David Aureliano Pérez 
Berrocal, Basel - Lena Rieder, Renens VD - Nino Shatirishvili, San 
Diego (US) - Elizabeth Stahovich, Lancaster (US) - Jan Uhrhan, 
Basel - Eric Vangrevelinghe, Basel - Erik Wimmer, Zurich - Thomas 
Woltering, Freiburg im Breisgau (D) - Qianqian Xu, Zurich.
Become a member: https://scg.ch/membership

Honors, Awards, Appointments

SCS MatChem PhD Student Award Winners 2026

As part of the 2026 edition of the Pept-
The Division of Materials Chemistry of 
the SCS is proud to announce the win-
ners of the 2026 MatChem PhD Student 
Awards. The program is sponsored by 
Sika and Vigor and the awardees receive 
a prize money of CHF 1,000 each.

The board of the MatChem Division as 
well as the SCS Head Office like to congratulate the two winners:

Dr. Amrita Singh-Morgan (PhD in the group of Prof. Victor 
Mougel, ETH Zurich), currently Postdoc in the Mougel group 
at ETHZ.
PhD thesis: “Microenvironment Engineering for the Electro-
chemical Conversion of Flue Gas Components”. (https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.chempr.2025.102460).

Dr. Domenico Gioffrè (PhD in the group of Prof. C. Copéret, 
ETH Zurich) incoming Postdoc at the UC Berkeley, USA
PhD thesis: “Metal Sites in Heterogeneous Catalysts: Local Co-
ordination Environments and Interfaces from Solid-State NMR 
Tensor Decoding”. (https://doi.org/10.1021/jacs.4c17358).

MatChem PhD Student Award
The prizes are given for outstanding PhD thesis’ that were per-
formed in the area of materials chemistry within Switzerland 
between January 2025 and May 2026.
https://scg.ch/matchem.

Helvetica Prize Winners 2026

On the occasion of the SCS Fall Meeting 
2026, Helvetica, represented by its edi-
tors in chief, Prof. Eva Hevia and Prof. 
Jérôme Waser, as well als Helvetica Ex-
ecutive Editor Dr. Richard Smith, will 
award the Helvetica Prize of the Swiss 
Chemical Society for the best published 
papers of PhD/Postdocs 2025/26 in 
Helvetica Chimica Acta. The prize is 

endowed with CHF 1’000 for the winner and CHF 500 for the 
runner-up.

Dr. Richard Smith, Executive Editor of Helvetica, will hand over 
the certificates to the winners on August 28, 2026, in Bern.

1st Price 2026: Valeriia Hutskalova, University of Basel, Group 
of Prof. Christof Sparr
«Synthesis of Biphenanthrene Natural Products by Atroposelec-
tive Aromatic Ring-Opening Metathesis»

2nd Price 2026: Charlotte Glaus (-Egger), University of Geneva, 
Group of Prof. Claude Piguet
«Title of the publication: «Spin-Crossover Modulated Lumines-
cence in Materials and Molecular Complexes»

Since 2019, Helvetica Chimica Acta awards the ‘Helvetica Prize’ 
on the occasion of the Fall Meeting of the Swiss Chemical So-
ciety to honor outstanding publications of young researchers in 
Switzerland. The prize is addressed to the best published papers 
of PhD/Postdocs in Helvetica. The award winners present their 
work in a short talk at the Fall Meeting. The prize is endowed 
with CHF 1’000 for the winner and CHF 500 for the runner up.

We hope this motivates many of our members to hand in their 
next manuscript to Helvetica, a journal of the SCS.

37 young scientists awarded with one of the Best 
Presentation Awards at the SCS Fall Meeting 2026

In collaboration with Metrohm and
DuPont, the SCS offered again
a very attractive and prestigious Fall
Meeting Best Presentation Award pro-
gram. We are very proud and happy to
cooperate with our sponsoring part-
ners, Metrohm and DuPont.
The 37 winners received travel vouch-
ers to attend international conferences 

(total value CHF 16,500), cash (total value CHF 11,900) and in-
vitations to publish an article in the laureates issue of CHIMIA 
4/2027 (total value CHF 9,600).

Best Oral Presentation Awards 2026
Markus Steinke, Executive Vice President Marketing at Metro-
hm awarded a total of 17 winners at the end of the SCS Fall
Meeting 2026 on August 28, 2026.

Analytical Sciences
Winner:	 Xueqing Ma, University of Geneva
Runner-up:	 Michael Hofstetter, ETH Zurich
Catalysis Sciences & Engineering
Winner:	 Talia Jasmine Mathers, University of Bern
Runner-up:	 Matteo Vanni, Paul Scherrer Institute, Villigen
Computational Chemistry
Winner:	 Elena Zerbato, University of Geneva
Runner-up:	 Yu-Chen Wang, ETH Zurich
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Chemistry and the Environment
Winner:	 Léa Bolis, Agroscope/University of Neuchâtel
Runner-up:	 Ola Abdelrahman, University of Fribourg
Inorganic & Coordination Chemistry
Winner:	 Tak Hin Wong, EPFL Lausanne
Runner-up:	 Xinyan Zhou, University of Bern
Medicinal Chemistry & Chemical Biology
Winner:	 Christian Gerber, University of Bern
Organic Chemistry
Winner:	 Xiao-Yu Li, University of Basel
Runner-up:	 Dorothea Kossmann, University of Zurich
Physical Chemistry
Winner:	 Máté Visegrádi, EPFL Lausanne
Runner-up:	 Samuel Perrett, Paul Scherrer Institute, Villigen
Materials Chemistry
Winner:	 Sandro Agostini, IBM Research Europe, Zurich
Runner-up:	 Manuel Kraus, University of Basel

Best Poster Presentaion Award 2026
Dr. Sergio Grunder, lead scientist and technology leader at Du-
Pont, awarded a total of 20 winners at the end of the
SCS Fall Meeting 2026 on August 28, 2026.

Analytical Sciences
Winner:	 Sebastian Raffael Siegrist, PSI/ETH Zurich
Catalysis Sciences & Engineering
Winner:	 Miquel  Perez Puigdomenech, EPFL Lausanne
Runner-up:	 Iris Nogueroles-Langa, ETH Zurich
Computational Chemistry
Winner:	 Michelle Ernst, University of Bern
Runner-up:	 Tjeerd de Jong, University of Zurich
Chemistry and the Environment
Winner:	 Clémence Nicollerat, University of Bern
Inorganic & Coordination Chemistry
Winner:	 Roel Bienenmann, University of Bern
Runner-up:	 Fabienne Bühler, Universität Bern
Chemical Biology
Winner:	 Ian Warm, ETH Zürich
Runner-up:	 Andrea Melgar Aguilar, EPFL Lausanne
Medicinal Chemistry
Winner:	 Anastassia Kraimps, University of Zurich
Runner-up: 	 Magoti Masota, ETH Zurich
Organic Chemistry
Winner:	 Helena Solé-Àvila, EPFL Lausanne
Runner-up: 	 Joelle Martin, University of Basel
	 Sven Jänner, University of Zurich
Physical Chemistry
Winner:	 Vincent Wirth, ETH Zurich
Runner-up:	 Tetiana Khakhula, University of Geneva
	 Ian Saxer, PSI/ ETH Zürich
Materials Chemistry
Winner:	 Marie-Gabrielle Ameres, PSI/EPFL Lausanne
Runner-up:	 Fabrizio Crisci, Empa
Website of the SCS Fall Meeting 2026: https://fm26.scg.ch

Chemistry Rediscovered video competition 2026 -  
1st Place – Early-Career Chemists Category

Olivia Maya Matyasková and Matúš 
Okajček, University of Zurich have won 
1st place in the Early-Career Chemists 
category of the Chemistry Rediscovered 
video competition 2026.

In their video they investigated why 
cutting onions makes us cry and pre-
sented practical, science-based ways to 
reduce the effect offering an innovative 

and scientifically rich perspective on a familiar kitchen phenom-
enon. Recognized by an international jury, the entry stood out 
for its excellent balance of creativity, scientific background, and 
engaging communication, perfectly reflecting the theme “The 
Kitchen Lab: Where Science Sizzles.”
Source: https://euchems.eu

Prof. Nicolas Winssinger, University of Geneva, is a 
co-winner of the GDCh’s 2026 Klaus Grohe Prize

The 2026 Klaus Grohe Prize of the 
GDCh goes to Prof. Nicolas Winssinger 
of the University of Geneva, and Prof. 
Edward Tate of Imperial College London 
(UK). This is the first time that two laure-
ates have shared the award, and the first 
time it has been endowed with 75,000 
euros  – making the Klaus Grohe Prize 
one of the most highly endowed prizes 

for medicinal chemistry in Europe. It is awarded by the Klaus 
Grohe Foundation, which is affiliated with the German Chemical 
Society (GDCh). The award ceremony will take place on Sep-
tember 6, 2026, as part of the EFMC Medicinal Chemistry 2026 
conference in Basel, Switzerland.
Source: https://scg.ch

Prof. Thomas Ward, University of Basel, receives the 
2027 Arthur C. Cope Distinguished Scholar Award

Prof. Thomas Ward, University of Ba-
sel has been awarded the 2027 Arthur C. 
Cope Distinguished Scholar Award of 
the American Chemical Society. He was 
recognized for “pioneering innovative 
catalytic paradigms by integrating tran-
sition metal versatility with protein en-
gineering, inspiring a global community 
and enabling new-to-nature reactivity in 

living systems.”
“I am truly honored by this recognition. It means a great deal 

to me to see how a field that we began exploring more than two 
decades ago has been embraced by such a vibrant international 
community. Above all, I view this award as a recognition of the 
curiosity and creativity of the many talented young scientists I 
have had the privilege to work with over the years,” says Thomas 
Ward.

Established in 1984, the Arthur C. Cope Scholar Awards rec-
ognize outstanding achievements in organic chemistry and rank 
among the most prestigious distinctions conferred by the Ameri-
can Chemical Society. Among more than 400 recipients since the 
award’s inception, only six scientists based in Switzerland have 
received this distinction.
Source: https://cen.acs.org
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Industrial News Switzerland

Source: www.chemanager-online.com

Samsung Biologics to Acquire PolyPeptide in All-
Cash Deal, Expanding Global Manufacturing
July 20, 2026: Strategic investment to propel Samsung Biologics’ 
long-term growth strategy spanning portfolio, geography, and 
capacity. PolyPeptide’s specialized peptide expertise and global 
multi-site network to strengthen Samsung Biologics‘ multi-mo-
dality and global manufacturing excellence. Samsung Biologics 
announced the launch of an all-cash public tender offer to ac-
quire 100% of the fully diluted share capital of PolyPeptide 
Group, a leading global contract development and manufacturing 
organization (CDMO) specializing in peptide-based active phar-
maceutical ingredients (APIs). Under the terms of the offer, Pol-
yPeptide shareholders will receive CHF 44.31 in cash for each 
PolyPeptide share, representing an implied equity value of ap-
proximately CHF 1.46 billion. The transaction is expected to be 
completed towards the end of 2026, subject to customary offer 
conditions, including a minimum acceptance threshold of 66⅔%, 
applicable regulatory approvals, and other conditions. After a 
comprehensive strategic review, PolyPeptide’s independent Board 
of Directors unanimously recommends that shareholders accept 
Samsung Biologics’ tender offer, calling it an attractive outcome 
that positions the company for growth within Samsung’s global 
CDMO platform. The deal expands Samsung Biologics beyond 
antibodies and ADCs into peptide therapeutics, one of biophar-
ma‘s fastest-growing segments amid surging demand for obe-
sity treatments like GLP-1 therapies. By combining Samsung’s 
manufacturing scale with PolyPeptide‘s expertise—built over 
70 years and 1,000+ peptides produced—the companies aim to 
create an end-to-end, multi-modality CDMO platform serving 
clients across obesity, diabetes, oncology, and other emerging 
therapeutic areas. The planned acquisition extends beyond add-
ing capacity; it lays the foundation for Samsung Biologics’ next 
phase of growth, supported by a strong pipeline of active peptide 
projects that includes a deep late-stage portfolio. PolyPeptide 
operates global sites across Sweden, Belgium, France, the Unit-
ed States, India, together with a corporate office in Switzerland 
and a separate Innovation Center in Strasbourg, France, with 
capabilities encompassing R&D, development, and commercial 
manufacturing. Upon completion of the transaction, Samsung 
Biologics will bring together PolyPeptide‘s highly experienced 
team and specialized peptide expertise, further enhancing its 
capabilities. By combining the companies’ scientific strengths, 
manufacturing excellence, and global operations, the transaction 
is expected to enhance operational excellence, unlock additional 
growth opportunities, and further strengthen Samsung Biolog-
ics’ position as a leading global multi-modality CDMO.

„This acquisition reinforces our long-term growth strategy by 
not only broadening our service portfolio with modality expan-
sion into peptides including GLP-1, but by also boosting our ge-
ographic reach and proximity further within the US, Europe, and 
India,“ said John Rim, Chairman of the Board of Directors and 
CEO of Samsung Biologics. „We highly value PolyPeptide’s 
world-class employees, industry-leading capabilities, and global 
operational footprint, and look forward to leveraging the comple-
mentary strengths of PolyPeptide and Samsung Biologics in our 
continued growth supporting clients as the CDMO of choice for 
decades to come.“

„PolyPeptide was built on the dedication of our employees, 
deep scientific expertise and strong customer focus. After a com-
prehensive review of strategic options, the Board is convinced 
that Samsung Biologics’ offer is compelling for our shareholders, 
delivering an attractive cash price and immediate, certain value 

Journal News

Helvetica, Volume 109, Issue 7, July 2026

Perspective
Mixed Ionic–Electronic Conduction in 
Layered Hybrid Halide Perovskites
Ghewa AlSabeh,  Algirdas Dučinskas,  
Jovana V. Milić,  Michael Graetzel

Research Article
Mechanosynthesis of Metal-Free Molec-
ular Perovskites

Gianluca Bravetti, Aki Frankberg, Mahsa Shahsavan, Paul Zim-
mermann, Benjamin M. Gallant, Oleg Konovalov, Mohammad 
Reza Golobostanfard, Alexander Hinderhofer, Frank Schreiber,  
Dominik J. Kubicki, Jovana V. Milić

Chemotaxonomic Classification of Annonaceae Species From 
Herbarium Samples Using LC-HRMS, Supported by Multivar-
iate Curve Resolution Applied to Regions of Interest (ROIMCR)
Robin Wisson, Elena Serino, Julien Foisnon, Lucile Lacourte,  
Véronique Guérin, Sophie Gonzalez, Véronique Eparvier, David 
Touboul

Diastereoselective Synthesis of Amino Acid-Substituted 2,2’-Bi-
pyrrolidines
Peter Kluth, Constantin G. Daniliuc, Ulrich Hennecke

Isomer Engineering of Phenazine and Tetraphenylethylene Deriv-
atives for Enhanced Fluorescence in both Solid and Aggregation 
States
Jiaqin He, Yina Gu, Wenxiu Guo, Xun Chen, Junliang Liu, Gen-
lin Wang, Shiyuan Zhou, Peiyang Gu

Selective Phosphate Fluorescence Detection Over Pyrophosphate 
in Aqueous Media With a Cerium-Based Chemosensor
Maya Mischler, Kyrian Engel, Gabriel Di Lullo, Valentin Picard,  
Thibaud Rossel

Helvetica, Volume 109, Issue 8, August 2026

Research Article
In Vitro Raman Spectroscopic Characterization of Docetax-
el-Loaded Polymeric Nanoparticles
Sankar Jana, Emma Reig-Martí, Constanze Schultz, Michael 
Schmitt, Tobias Meyer-Zedler, S M Miftahul Islam,  Iwan W. 
Schie, Ibane Abasolo, Miriam Royo, Juergen Popp

Assessing the Role of Benzylic C–H Bonds in Suppressing Rad-
ical Chemistry Initiated by Benzynes
Seb Tyerman, Craig M. Robertson, David. J. Nelson, John A. 
Murphy

Peptides on Tap: Automated Flow Synthesis With Standard HPLC
Patrick Romanens, Sofia Barluenga, Millicent Dockerill, Guix-
ian Zhao, Francesco Russo, Nicolas Winssinger
Website: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15222675
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Bachem to Build Large-scale Production Facility in 
Switzerland
July 22, 2026: The next phase of expansion for the Greenfield 
project in Sisslerfeld (Eiken, Switzerland) will be carried out as 
part of a strategic partnership. The investment totals more than 
500 million CHF. Bachem announced the signing of an agree-
ment for the supply of large quantities of peptides. As part of this 
agreement, Bachem will invest more than 500 million CHF in 
the greenfield project in Sisslerfeld. The strategic partnership 
includes upfront payments toward the investment costs and long-
term commitments. Production at the new Sisslerfeld site is 
scheduled to begin in 2030. The partners have agreed not to 
disclose any further details. “Demand for peptides as active 
pharmaceutical ingredients remains high. Long-term supply 
agreements are crucial to guaranteeing security of supply for 
our customers and their patients. At the same time, they enable 
targeted capacity expansion,” says Anne-Kathrin Stoller, CEO of 
Bachem. She adds: “This agreement strengthens Bachem’s plan-
ning certainty beyond the year 2030. It allows us to responsibly 
coordinate investments across our entire production network, 
including Sisslerfeld.” Bachem is currently implementing a pro-
gram to expand production capacity across its entire network. 
This includes facilities for the large-scale production of peptides 
and oligonucleotides. In doing so, the company is strengthening 
its position as a leading global partner for TIDES. Bachem op-
erates a global network of production sites, including Bubendor 
(Switzerland),  Sisslerfeld (Switzerland), Vionnaz (Switzerland), 
Vista (U.S.), Torrance (U.S.), and St. Helens (U.K.).

Scienceindustries Calls for a Swiss Free Trade Agree-
ment with the US
July 24, 2026: New 12.5% US tariffs push Scienceindustries to 
urge a swift Swiss-US bilateral economic agreement to protect 
chemical, pharma, and life sciences trade. Scienceindustries, 
Switzerland‘s chemical, pharma, and life sciences industry asso-
ciation, has responded to the additional 12.5% US tariffs an-
nounced under Section 301 measures. The association says it 
regrets that the US Trade Representative did not give sufficient 
weight to the Swiss legal framework presented by State Secretar-
iat for Economic Affairs (SECO) or to Switzerland‘s existing 
measures against forced labor, though it welcomes the Joint 
Statement outcomes as a positive sign for continued dialogue.  
“Tariffs create no winners. They increase the cost of products, 
disrupt supply chains and ultimately affect businesses, consum-
ers and patients alike. This makes it all the more important to 
clear the way for a bilateral economic agreement,” said Stephan 
Mumenthaler, Director of Scienceindustries. The association ar-
gues the tariffs underscore the urgency of a bilateral economic 
agreement between Switzerland and the US, its second-largest 
export market after the EU. The association notes that while 
pharmaceuticals and many related raw materials remain ex-
empt, the tariffs will still raise costs across tightly integrated 
transatlantic supply chains – costs it says will largely fall on US 
companies, healthcare providers, and patients. Scienceindustries 
reaffirmed its commitment to fighting forced labor through in-
ternational cooperation and called for swift dialogue toward a 
stable, rules-based trading relationship.

Source: CHEManager | CHEManager International
Wiley-VCH GmbH, 69469 Weinheim, GERMANY,
E-Mail: chemanager@wiley.com

today,“ said Peter Wilden, Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of PolyPeptide. „At the same time, it represents a transformation-
al opportunity to accelerate our strategic ambitions at a scale we 
could not reach alone – creating a stronger global partner for 
customers and a platform uniquely positioned to lead the next 
phase of growth in peptide-based therapeutics.“
Samsung Biologics’ tender offer—conditioned on two-thirds 
shareholder acceptance and regulatory approvals – is expected 
to launch by the end of August 2026, run for at least twenty trad-
ing days on the SIX Swiss Exchange, and, if successful, lead to 
a squeeze-out and delisting that would make PolyPeptide a whol-
ly owned subsidiary.

Lonza and Engitix Announce License Agreement to 
Advance Targeted ADC Development
July 22, 2026: Agreement advances new therapies through En-
gitix’s unique focus on the extracellular matrix (ECM).
Lonza, the world‘s leading contract development and manufac-
turing organization (CDMO), and Engitix, a global leader in 
ECM-based drug discovery and development, today announced 
a licensing agreement to advance the development of anti-
body-drug conjugates (ADCs) and deliver life-changing thera-
pies for patients with chronic diseases. Under the agreement, 
Engitix will access Lonza’s ADC technology platform through a 
single-target license, including the use of SYNtecan E™ link-
er-payload and complementary GlycoConnect and HydraSpace. 
These technologies will support Engitix’s goal to develop and 
commercialize therapies. Lonza, through one of its affiliated 
companies, is eligible to receive upfront, clinical, regulatory, 
and commercial milestone payments, plus royalties on net sales 
of resulting products. Lonza is responsible for manufacturing 
components that are related to its proprietary technologies, and 
Engitix is responsible for the research, development, manufac-
turing, and commercialization of the ADCs.  Engitix has devel-
oped a proprietary human ECM platform that allows the study of 
disease biology directly in human tissue. This approach focuses 
on targets within the ECM itself, offering a differentiated path-
way compared to traditional methods that focus on cell surface 
targets. The collaboration enables Engitix to leverage Lonza’s 
established ADC technology platform to develop differentiated 
therapeutic candidates designed to selectively deliver potent pay-
loads to tumor-selective targets identified through Engitix’s pro-
prietary human ECM discovery platform. Jan Vertommen, Vice 
President of Commercial Development, Advanced Synthesis, 
Lonza, commented: “We are pleased to collaborate with Engitix 
on this innovative program. By combining our ADC development 
and manufacturing expertise with Engitix’s unique ECM-based 
discovery platform, we aim to advance next-generation ADCs 
and unlock new possibilities in targeted therapies for patients.” 
Giuseppe Mazza, CEO and Co-Founder Engitix, added: “At En-
gitix, we are committed to translating our unique understanding 
of the disease microenvironment into transformative therapies 
for patients with high unmet medical need. Licensing Lonza’s 
clinically validated conjugation and linker-payload technologies 
provides us with a powerful toolkit to develop next-generation 
ECM-targeted therapeutics with the potential for enhanced ef-
ficacy, reduced toxicity and improved therapeutic index.” The 
license agreement represents an important step in Engitix’s strat-
egy to build a diversified pipeline of precision therapeutics ad-
dressing fibrosis, oncology, and other diseases driven by patho-
logical tissue remodeling.
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